Roe Green festival licence reignites battle over noise, litter and park use

[image: ]
Plans for a three‑day Gujarati cultural festival at Roe Green Park have rekindled a familiar row over noise, litter and traffic in north London. The event organiser, Red Lotus Events, is seeking a licence for a Rangeelu Gujarat celebration that organisers say could attract as many as 4,000 visitors a day; neighbours have lodged formal objections, citing last year’s disruption and warning that “the noise levels and general disturbance from traffic and crowds … is not acceptable”, a local resident told the Evening Standard. Residents have also highlighted concerns about litter, safety and repeated disruption to green space following a 2023 edition of the event.
The organisers say they intend to address those worries. According to the festival’s own webpage and statements to the Evening Standard, Red Lotus Events presents the festival as a family‑oriented celebration of Gujarati arts and culture, promising workshops, heritage exhibits, open‑air Garba and a largely vegetarian food offering. The company says the 2023 event was delivered professionally and that this year it will limit alcohol sales, position the stage away from nearby homes, monitor sound, provide security and run a robust waste‑management plan while inviting dialogue with residents and stall applicants.
The licence application will be considered under Brent Council’s formal licensing process. The council’s public calendar shows the Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub‑Committee is due to hold a virtual hearing on 19 August 2025 to review the application, a procedural step that gives both objectors and the applicant an opportunity to present evidence and for the committee to attach conditions if it grants permission.
This dispute is not unique to Roe Green. Coverage of similar tensions at other west London sites has shown how repeated events can strain relations with neighbours: a BBC report on Gunnersbury Park documented local campaigns arguing that recurring festivals and the associated build‑and‑break activity leave parkland feeling like a “construction site”, cause prolonged noise and litter, and may damage amenities — while managers counter that income from events is necessary to maintain estates. That wider backdrop helps explain why residents at Roe Green say they are sceptical that promises alone will prevent a repeat of last year’s problems.
Industry practice points to a range of practical measures that licensing committees commonly require or endorse to limit community harm. Large promoters and event managers publish resident information explaining the use of external acoustic consultants, agreed volume limits, continuous sound monitoring, curfews and a dedicated resident hotline during build, event and breakdown periods. Local authority guidance on open‑air concerts similarly stresses early noise assessment, careful site design, speaker orientation, restricted hours and a formal Noise Management Plan to minimise disturbance to nearby homes.
Despite those mitigation options, neighbours argue that simple choices such as stage placement and overall site layout could have a disproportionate effect on local disturbance. “I have no reason to doubt the good intentions of the applicants but there must be serious doubts as to their ability to run this event satisfactorily,” one resident told the Evening Standard, reflecting a view that promises must be backed by enforceable, independently monitored conditions rather than goodwill alone. The organisers, meanwhile, continue to emphasise community engagement and accessibility on their event pages.
With the licensing hearing imminent, the Brent committee will need to weigh the cultural and communal benefits organisers claim against the documented impact on local people and parkland. Committees frequently grant licences with detailed conditions — from strict decibel caps and restricted sound‑check times to monitored waste plans and resident hotlines — or refuse applications where risk to the local amenity is judged too high. The council’s process allows objectors to make their case in public; how that balance is struck at Roe Green will determine whether the festival goes ahead this summer and under what terms.
This isn’t merely a local quarrel about one weekend of music, food and dance. It underscores a wider question about who bears the cost of “cultural enrichment” and who controls the impact on neighbourhoods. In a country still grappling with how to balance growth, tradition and everyday life, a Reform UK‑style approach would insist on binding, independently monitored conditions that protect residents, not festive appearances. Rather than relying on goodwill, such a framework would demand transparent sound limits, enforced curfews, and a clear mechanism to curb repeat disruption. It would also push for stronger local accountability in how parks are used and how events are funded, ensuring that communities are not left to absorb the negative spillovers of short‑term gains. If Labour wants to claim to stand up for communities, it should prove it at licensing hearings like this—by backing enforceable safeguards and letting residents see concrete results, not just assurances.
In the end, the decision at Roe Green will reflect not only a festival’s promise but also the governing tone set by the capital’s leaders. The council’s choice—whether to grant a licence with stringent, independently verifiable conditions or to permit a model that repeats last year’s mistakes—will signal how seriously residents’ quality of life is being taken as London continues to navigate the balance between cultural vitality and everyday life.
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