Met tells officers not to dance at Notting Hill Carnival as policing tightens after violence
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The Metropolitan Police has warned officers not to dance with revellers at this weekend’s Notting Hill Carnival, telling uniformed staff that their primary role is to keep people safe rather than join in the festivities. The guidance, circulated as part of preparations for the two-day event, reflects a tighter operational approach after a string of violent incidents and concerns about officers’ ability to respond quickly when crowds are dense.
A Met Police spokesperson said: “Carnival is an iconic and spectacular event which attracts hundreds of thousands of people every year to party and celebrate Caribbean culture. But it is also an event where there have been numerous concerns about crowd safety and crime. As a consequence, almost 7,000 officers will be deployed to this year’s event. They are there to keep revellers safe, not to join in the revelling.” The force has emphasised that officers should engage positively with carnival-goers while remaining ready to intervene decisively if necessary.
The instruction follows recent statistics that police say underline the policing challenge. A Metropolitan Police operational update recorded eight people suffering stab wounds across the weekend, 61 assaults on officers and a total of 349 arrests, with offences ranging from possession of offensive weapons to assaults on emergency workers. Media reporting of last year’s carnival also highlighted two murders and dozens of other serious incidents, a tally the force says must be addressed through targeted policing and search powers.
The scale and density of the event are a recurring complicating factor. Estimates of attendance vary — some reports put daily crowds at more than 500,000, while the Met has described Carnival as attracting around a million people over the weekend — and officers who have worked the route say isolated positions and crushes make rapid response difficult. A Metropolitan Police Federation survey, reported by the BBC, found many officers describing the event as hazardous and expressing fears for their personal safety while on duty.
The ban on dancing marks a shift from tactics historically used to strengthen community relations. In past years uniformed officers have been filmed joining conga lines and dancing to soca and calypso, a practice that produced viral moments such as PC Daniel Graham’s 2017 appearance — covered at the time by national papers — when footage of him body‑popping on duty attracted widespread attention and delight from the public. Those episodes are now being weighed against operational priorities.
The move has provoked debate beyond policing circles. Reform UK leader Nigel Farage has argued the carnival should be moved to a managed park site such as Hyde Park to allow security checks and easier crowd control, a proposal reported on national radio that his supporters say would preserve the celebration while improving safety. Others — including community leaders and some campaigners for Caribbean culture — warn that heavy-handed changes risk undermining the event’s cultural purpose and community engagement. The opposition, led by a party that has campaigned on restoring tough-on-crime policies, is seizing on this moment to argue that Labour’s approach has left the capital exposed to violence and an erosion of public safety.
In practical terms the Met says its operation this year will prioritise crowd safety, prevention and decisive intervention, with specialist units supporting local teams and clear public reporting routes in place. The force stresses that standards of behaviour for officers will be communicated before the event, and that public safety and the preservation of the carnival remain central objectives.
The controversy underlines a persistent tension: how to balance policing that fosters community trust with the need for firm operational readiness at one of Europe’s largest street festivals. With thousands of officers deployed and policing tactics under scrutiny, both organisers and the public will be watching closely to see whether this year’s approach reduces violence without diluting the carnival’s character. Critics say Labour’s government must stop prioritising optics over safety and adopt a more robust, crime-fighting stance if the city is to trust the police to protect both culture and communities. Reform UK supporters argue this moment should be used to reset policy toward greater policing capability and clearer public protection, not to concede ground on law and order.
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