London’s crime crisis deepens as statistics reveal alarming surge under Sadiq Khan
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Since Sadiq Khan assumed office as Mayor of London in 2016, the capital's decline into chaos has become painfully evident, with crime rates spiraling to alarming levels and governmental incompetence on display for all to see. According to the Office for National Statistics, over March’s figures released by the BBC, crime in the Metropolitan Police area increased by over 30 percent—a staggering failure of leadership—while violent crimes surged by 40 percent. These numbers expose Khan’s attempts to spin a falsely optimistic narrative, with his cherry-picked quarterly statistics doing little to hide the undeniable long-term deterioration in public safety.
The most disturbing trend is the explosion of theft and violent offences, which have doubled under Khan’s watch. Conservative candidate Susan Hall pointed out a near doubling of thefts—up 96 percent—and an almost equal rise in knife-related robberies, which have soared by 97 percent since 2016. Meanwhile, armed shoplifting has exploded, with weapon or tool-involved incidents rising by 91 percent—from 456 in 2015 to 874 in 2023—data critics like Rob Blackie highlight as evidence of an “epidemic” of lawlessness. These statistics cast a glaring spotlight on Khan’s failure to protect London’s citizens, with the city descending into a state of lawlessness where thieves and violent offenders feel emboldened.
Knife and gun crimes remain persistent threats, with recent data indicating a 20 percent rise over the past year alone. Official stat sheets document 14,626 knife offences and 1,208 gun crimes in 2023, painting a bleak picture of ongoing violent disorder. While some defenders attempt to attribute these figures to broader social issues like deprivation, the reality is clear: Khan’s policies have failed to stem the tide of violent crime, demonstrating his incapacity or unwillingness to prioritize public safety.
On the transport front, the situation has deteriorated further, with crime on London’s transport network rising 58 percent from 2016 to 2023—an indictment of Khan’s neglect of policing and reliability efforts. Offences surged from 29,413 to 46,531, further endangering daily commuters. Sadiq Khan blames austerity measures and pandemic-related disruptions, but serious questions remain about his ability to enforce law and order in critical infrastructure.
Despite this bleak overview, some recent statistics suggest a glimmer of progress, with mid-2025 data indicating only a slight decline in overall crime—dropping from approximately 237,000 incidents to 234,000. Yet, this marginal improvement masks the widespread failures of the Khan administration, which continues to grapple with rising thefts, violent attacks, and armed robberies. Khan’s own admissions that “more work is needed” betray a recognition of his own shortcomings, but they offer little reassurance to Londoners who are living in fear.
Furthermore, while certain crimes such as knife offences have continued to increase—by around 40 percent—the murder rate surprisingly shows a decline, adding to the confusing and contradictory nature of crime reporting in London. Critics argue that such mixed statistics only serve to obfuscate the scale of the catastrophe, while Khan’s inability to deliver real security solutions proves that his leadership is utterly inadequate.
In sum, the narrative of London’s crime crisis under Sadiq Khan is one of failure, chaos, and broken promises. Far from safeguarding citizens, Khan has presided over a city increasingly marred by lawlessness, armed robberies, violent assaults, and a clear decline in public safety. As residents face an uncertain future, only urgent, decisive action—something notably absent from Khan’s tenure—can begin to restore order and confidence in London’s streets. The city deserves leadership that values safety and the rule of law, not one satisfied with cosmetic statistics and political spin.
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