TfL takes control of Oxford Street as London’s local voices are sidelined in controversial pedestrianisation plans
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Transport for London (TfL) is set to assume control as the highway authority for Oxford Street from Saturday 20 September 2025, marking yet another overreach by the central government’s bureaucrats into decisions that should be made locally. This move, following a wave of political manoeuvring between Westminster City Council and the Greater London Authority (GLA), signals an alarming centralisation of power designed to accelerate the Mayor’s misguided ambitions to pedestrianise one of London’s busiest shopping streets — regardless of the wishes of local residents and businesses. 
The decision to hand over responsibilities such as highway maintenance and roadworks permitting to TfL represents a troubling shift away from local governance. Westminster City Council, which has traditionally managed street cleaning and refuse collection, will now be sidelined in a process that appears driven more by political optics than practical needs. Critics rightly suspect this is part of a broader agenda to push through controversial projects like the £150 million plan to pedestrianise Oxford Street, betraying the economic and social realities faced by local stakeholders.
Mayor Sadiq Khan’s relentless pursuit of vanity projects under the guise of regeneration continues to ignore the concerns of ordinary Londoners. His promises to transform Oxford Street into a more accessible, cleaner space are more about headline-grabbing than effective urban planning. The push for pedestrianisation, supported by exaggerated public consultation figures, overlooks the thousands of small businesses that rely on traffic for their survival. Altering Oxford Street into a pedestrian zone risks further economic decline, especially after the pandemic and the rise of online shopping have already battered its high street vitality.
The opaque decision-making process reveals a disturbing pattern: centralised control that prioritises political ambitions over local needs. Behind the scenes, this move is part of a broader strategy to make the Mayor’s vision for London’s central shopping district a fait accompli, with little regard for the diverse opinions of residents or the economic realities on the ground. The so-called “public consultation” has been anything but, with key stakeholders left out of meaningful discussions, leading many to doubt whether this regeneration scheme is about community benefit or political showmanship.
Even some in the London Assembly have expressed concern over the lack of attention to amenities like public toilets—an essential for making the area genuinely accessible for all. This oversight underscores the superficial approach guiding these plans, which seem more focused on creating Instagrammable spaces than sustainable urban environments. The push for pedestrianisation is driven by ideological zeal rather than careful economic and social analysis, risking turning Oxford Street into a superficial tourist trap rather than a thriving street for all.
As TfL prepares to take over and implement these schemes, it’s clear that the true motivation is to showcase the Mayor’s ambition rather than serve the needs of London’s residents and businesses. The neighbourhood’s future should be determined by local voices, not bureaucrats in City Hall pushing grandiose projects that serve only their political narratives. Genuine regeneration would involve listening more to the community, supporting local traders, and creating a sensible, balanced plan that keeps Oxford Street alive as a vital economic artery—something that appears increasingly unlikely under the current centrally driven agenda.
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