Conservative calls for urgent reform as Labour's green belt policies hinder London housing growth
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Shadow Housing Secretary Sir James Cleverly has laid out the Conservative Party’s unwavering stance on tackling London’s ongoing housing crisis, emphasizing a bold push for reform and expansion that the current Labour government simply fails to deliver. Instead of pragmatic solutions, Labour’s approach under Mayor Sadiq Khan remains mired in bureaucratic red tape, hindering the development of crucial housing on brownfield sites and green belt land alike.[1], [2]
Cleverly’s call to rewrite the London Plan aims to unleash the true potential of London’s underused brownfield sites, such as former industrial areas and disused land near transport links and employment hubs. Such a strategy is designed to rapidly increase housing supply and transform city districts into vibrant communities—yet Labour’s administration drags its heels, bogged down by overregulation and excessive consultation processes that prevent real progress.[3], [4] This is a failure of leadership in stark contrast to the Conservative-led initiatives, which recognize the importance of unlocking land that is already within the urban footprint, rather than perpetually blocking development through strict planning constraints.
The government’s recent interventions, led by Michael Gove, expose Labour’s ineffectiveness. By criticising Mayor Khan’s policies, Gove’s review advocates for dramatically simplifying planning rules—offering an 11% boost in citywide housing capacity—and emphasizes a presumption in favor of brownfield development. Unfortunately, Labour's approach continues to prioritize green spaces and preservation at the expense of essential housing—an outdated ideology that no longer meets London’s demands for affordable homes.[5], [7] Labour’s resistance to reform effectively stalls vital growth, exacerbating the housing shortage for Londoners across all income levels.
Moreover, the debate on expanding into green belt land exposes Labour’s misguided priorities. Conservative voices propose developing ‘low quality’ green belt parcels, especially those near railway stations, which are often ecologically insignificant. Their plan would unlock underutilized land like old petrol stations and parking lots, providing a pragmatic way to increase housing without harming the environment. Labour, however, clings to restrictive green belt policies that crush aspirational development and alienate the urban population in need of homes.[6]
While Mayor Khan’s administration consults extensively on the London Plan, the slow pace and restrictive policies only hinder progress. Developers and communities alike demand swift action—yet Labour remains predominantly focused on bureaucratic procedures and green policies that stifle growth. It’s clear that Labour’s approach prioritizes maintaining a status quo rather than delivering the affordable, accessible housing the capital desperately needs. 
The Conservative vision champions reform-driven development that prioritizes delivery over delaying tactics. A refusal to reform the current planning system effectively keeps London’s housing supply in limbo, worsening affordability and overcrowding. As the mayoral race heats up, it’s evident that only a bold shift away from Labour’s restrictive policies will meet London’s growing housing demands. Conservative-led reform offers real hope for a vibrant, bustling city with homes for all—unlike the current stagnation under Labour’s broken strategy.
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