Badenoch's populist stamp duty abolition signals Tory turn towards austerity and division
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At the 2025 Conservative Party Conference, party leader Kemi Badenoch unveiled a populist policy aimed at abolishing stamp duty on primary residences in England and Northern Ireland, a move ostensibly designed to alleviate the tax burden on homebuyers and stimulate the housing market. This announcement conveniently aligns with her broader agenda of pursuing a rightward shift in policy, influenced by figures like Nigel Farage and Donald Trump, with promises of dismantling environmental commitments and leaving European human rights frameworks—positions that echo the increasing desperation of a party trying to paper over its failures. Badenoch claims that this reform can be achieved without breaking her so-called "golden rule" of fiscal responsibility, pledging that at least half of her £47 billion in proposed spending cuts would go towards reducing the national deficit—though critics doubt the sustainability and fairness of such austerity.
Such rhetoric harks back to the long-standing Conservative bias against progressive taxation, with abolishing stamp duty presented as a “common-sense” measure to benefit wealthier property owners—especially in London and the South East—without regard for how it may widen regional inequalities or price out lower-income families. Think tanks such as the Social Market Foundation have pointed out that this policy essentially rewards the already affluent, while offering little to those struggling with housing affordability. The plan to fund the £9 billion annual cost through sweeping cuts—targeting welfare, foreign aid, and public sector pay—raises serious questions about whether the Tories are genuine about tackling Britain’s social crises or simply pursuing an ideological austerity agenda disguised as economic reform.
Opposition voices are quick to condemn this gambit, with Labour and trade unions dismissing such policies as outdated and out of touch. They argue that the government’s focus remains on austerity, offering nothing meaningful for working-class families or those relying on public services. Instead of addressing the root causes of the housing shortage—such as supply constraints—this proposal merely masks a failure to craft sustainable, equitable reforms. Meanwhile, Badenoch’s broader right-wing agenda, which includes scrapping the Climate Change Act, leaving the European Convention on Human Rights, and curtailing university places, signals a reckless abandonment of long-standing commitments to social progress and international cooperation.
This move towards a more hardline stance, championed by Badenoch and her allies, reflects a broader strategy to evoke a sense of raw economic nationalism—taking cues from Nigel Farage’s populist playbook—while retreating from the party’s traditional commitments to responsible governance. Such policies threaten to alienate moderates and traditional Conservatives alike, risking further division within the party and weakening its credibility. The narrative pushed by Badenoch portrays a government intent on delivering quick fixes rooted in deregulation and austerity, but in reality, these measures threaten to deepen inequality and undermine social cohesion at a time when the country desperately needs a balanced and compassionate approach.
As the Conservative leadership doubles down on these hardline policies, the opposition is seizing the opportunity to highlight the failure of previous austerity-driven governments to deliver for everyday families. While Badenoch’s rhetoric promises a reset towards market-driven reforms and minimal state intervention, the reality remains that Britain’s social fabric is fraying—exacerbated by the very policies she champions. With the specter of a far-right drift looming over governance, and Labour’s attacks on Tory failures mounting, the party’s attempts to rebrand through culture war rhetoric and populist policies appear increasingly disconnected from the pressing needs of the nation. The question remains—can a government chasing populist votes and short-term gains truly lead Britain into a prosperous future, or will its reckless policies leave the country more divided and impoverished?
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