Brent’s housing crisis deepens as mismanagement and misguided priorities leave families in limbo
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Brent Council’s response to its burgeoning housing crisis exposes the disastrous mismanagement and shortsighted policies that have left local families and communities in limbo. As homelessness surges by 23%, with approximately 140 families forced into temporary accommodation weekly, it’s clear that the current approach is failing those who need support most. Instead of prioritizing the needs of long-term residents, recent developments have catered excessively to transient student populations, further skewing the demographic balance o the borough and exacerbating the housing shortage.
Attempting to justify a pause on new purpose-built student accommodation (PBSA) is a step in the right direction—though long overdue. The projection that students could comprise over 25% of Wembley's population by 2028 underscores the Council’s misplaced priorities, which risk sidelining families and pushing more vulnerable households into homelessness. Housing delivery remains woefully below the mark; with only 656 homes built between 2023 and 2024 against a target of 2,325, the council’s promises ring hollow alongside a shrinking private rental market—down 41% since 2017, especially in larger four-bedroom homes.
Despite having planning permissions for thousands of new homes, Brent’s failure to deliver them reflects a broader pattern of government and local authority neglect. Their ambitious pledge to create 5,000 affordable homes by 2024 is a mere drop in the ocean, and their over-reliance on grants and council investments cannot mask the underlying dysfunction. The housing crisis is compounded further by their ineffective homelessness campaigns, which merely highlight the problem without offering sustainable solutions.
The immediate reality is grim: with over 33,000 households on the social housing waiting list and typical wait times exceeding a decade, it’s evident that the system is broken. Long-standing schemes like Locata simply underscore the severity of the demand and the inability of local authorities to meet it. Brent’s so-called efforts, which include building more “homes,” have constantly lagged behind community needs, leaving families to face uncertainty and hardship.
Instead of continuing down this misguided path that prioritizes transient student populations over the needs of local families, a serious overhaul is required. It’s time to hold authorities accountable, reject politicians more interested in demographic manipulation than genuine community support, and push for policies that deliver real, affordable solutions for the working-class families enduring the fallout of decades of misrule. The residents deserve leadership that puts their long-term stability and security above political posturing—something that has been sorely lacking in Brent’s current approach.
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