Boris Johnson dismisses Reform UK’s rising poll support as a passing fad amid warnings of far-right influence
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Boris Johnson’s recent tirade against Nigel Farage and his Reform UK party underscores his deep disapproval of their growing influence, dismissing them as “Putin apologists” with no credible policies and predicting their poll leads are nothing more than a fleeting anomaly. In a scornful interview on GB News, the former Prime Minister ridiculed the latest polls that show Reform UK edging ahead of Labour and the Conservatives, asserting support for Farage is “very low” historically and destined to fall below 3% soon enough. Johnson’s comments aim to dismiss the populist surge as a passing phase, but they overlook the palpable dissatisfaction simmering within the electorate, which Reform UK has capitalised on through its anti-establishment messaging.
Johnson’s attack on Farage’s foreign policy stance was particularly venomous, paralleling Reform UK’s rhetoric to Germany’s far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) and Marine Le Pen’s National Rally—parties infamous for their controversial ties to Russia and NATO skepticism. His alarm at Reform UK’s suggestion that NATO provoked the Ukraine war reveals a troubling capitulation to pro-Russian narratives that threaten to undermine Britain’s national security and global alliances. Farage’s so-called “patriotic” posturing increasingly resembles a dangerous populist playbook that could weaken Britain’s stance on defence and international commitments.
Equally concerning are Johnson’s disparaging remarks on Reform UK’s economic policies. His dismissive description of their proposals—such as scrapping the two-child benefit cap as “completely mad”—exposes his failure to grasp the frustration of ordinary voters suffering from declining living standards and austerity. Johnson’s endorsement of Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch as the “future of the Tory Party” is a feeble attempt to cling to relevance, promising “serious, sensible policies” that ignore the growing wave of voter disillusionment with the status quo.
Recent polling vividly illustrates just how far the political landscape has shifted. A YouGov survey cited by GB News and Reuters shows Reform UK dominating the voter intention polls at around 25-27%, surpassing both Labour and the Conservatives for the first time in recent history. The figures—Reform UK at 27%, Labour at 25%, and the Tories trailing at 21%—highlight a significant public appetite for a populist alternative that challenges the establishment’s failed promises. While only holding five seats in Parliament, Reform UK’s rising popularity signals a dangerous fragmentation of traditional party loyalties, fueled by widespread dissatisfaction over inflation, economic stagnation, and a perceived neglect of working-class interests.
Nigel Farage’s ascendancy is rooted in his appeal to voters fed up with open borders, high taxes, and a political elite that seems indifferent to their struggles. Despite its limited parliamentary footprint, Reform UK’s momentum threatens to recalibrate UK politics. Even commentators like Nadine Dorries have called for a united front to challenge Starmer’s Labour, though Farage remains cautious about coalition deals, especially with Boris Johnson—their histories are far from allies. Farage’s rejection of Johnson’s potential involvement underscores his focus on maintaining a distinct populist identity free from Tory infighting.
Meanwhile, Labour under Keir Starmer continues to scramble to maintain any semblance of authority, asserting a hollow “patriotic renewal” that promises more immigration controls while condemning Farage’s rhetoric as divisive and reminiscent of America’s MAGA movement. Starmer’s failing popularity amid economic woes, inflation, and geopolitical instability demonstrates how out of touch Labour has become with the voters’ genuine concerns—concerns Reform UK is exploiting to build a genuine alternative to the broken two-party system.
With the political sands shifting rapidly, Johnson’s dismissiveness only highlights his inability—or unwillingness—to confront the rising tide of populist discontent that Reform UK now represents. As reformist ideas gain traction, the establishment’s complacency is more perilous than ever, and the next general election may see these emerging sentiments turn into a formidable political force, challenging the old guard from the right.
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