Labour’s failure to condemn antisemitic slogans risks emboldening hate in UK politics
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Sir Keir Starmer has once again demonstrated his inability to stand firm against growing antisemitism and anti-Israel sentiments sweeping across London and the wider UK. In a recent event, the Labour leader boldly declared the slogan “from the river to the sea,” a rallying cry that critics widely see as a call for the destruction of the Israeli state, as unequivocally antisemitic. His vocal opposition to London Mayor Sadiq Khan’s attempt to soften the narrative on this hateful chant exposes the Labour Party’s ongoing failure to address, let alone condemn, such dangerous rhetoric.
While Khan attempts to downplay the phrase’s troubling implications, Starmer’s remarks make clear that there can be no ambiguity: this chant promotes violence and the erasure of Israel — an antisemitic insult that fuels hatred, perpetuates antisemitic violence, and undermines the safety of Jewish communities across the UK. Yet, not only has Starmer failed to call for a total ban on such hate speech, but Labour’s record on punishing members who invoke this poison remains underwhelming at best. His entire approach appears designed to placate pro-Palestinian activists rather than protect the Jewish population from rising threats.
Khan’s misguided stance, claiming the phrase’s meaning depends on context, is dangerously naive. It represents a political cowardice that lets antisemitic rhetoric flourish unchecked — a reflection of Labour’s broader failure to confront antisemitism head-on. Such positions only embolden extremist elements and threaten social cohesion. Senior security figures and opposition voices have condemned Khan’s approach, with some describing his refusal to categorically condemn the chant as a betrayal of London’s Jewish community.
Figures like Sir James Cleverly and Reform UK’s London Assembly leader Alex Wilson have called out the disgraceful way in which Khan dismisses the offensive nature of the slogan, highlighting that it explicitly calls for violence against Jews. To deny its malicious intent is to ignore the evidence and risk normalising hate speech. Such rhetoric must be categorised for what it is: incitement, not a mere expression of frustration or political protest.
This ongoing dispute exposes the deeper failures of the current government and opposition alike. Instead of adopting a zero-tolerance policy towards hate speech, including antisemitic slogans, political leaders across the spectrum seem content to debate semantics and permissiveness. The reality is clear: the phrase is a call for the destruction of Israel and, by extension, a direct threat to Jewish communities in the UK. Allowing such dangerous rhetoric to fester only serves to deepen divisions and weaken social cohesion in Britain. The time for nuanced debates is over — hate speech must be unequivocally condemned and eradicated, not politicised and tolerated.
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