London mayor under fire as grooming scandal revelations expose leadership failure
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Belinda de Lucy, spokesperson for education and families at Reform UK, has delivered a scorching denunciation of London Mayor Sir Sadiq Khan, branding him "a curse" on the city and calling for his immediate resignation over his failure to address the deeply troubling allegations of grooming gang cover-ups. Speaking on the Daily Expresso podcast, de Lucy painted Khan’s leadership as emblematic of a city drowning in scandal and neglect, likening it to confronting “a plague and no vaccination.” Her words echo the growing discontent among ordinary Londoners, who see the mayor’s inability or unwillingness to confront these pressing issues as a sign of total incompetence.
Investigative reports from the Daily Express and MyLondon have cast serious doubt on Khan’s repeated denials that grooming gangs operate in London in any way comparable to the scandals seen in Rotherham or Rochdale. The evidence reveals disturbing cases of children being groomed, drugged, and threatened—yet, Khan's administration has consistently downplayed the severity. Review of four reports by His Majesty's Inspectorate between 2016 and 2025 reveals startling findings: six documented victims of grooming, information the mayor was reportedly aware of at the time, yet chose to dismiss or ignore. Boroughs like Tower Hamlets, notorious for past scandals, have emerged as hotspots of concern.
The Metropolitan Police’s recent reversal—admitting a “very significant number” of grooming investigations in London—shines a harsh light on Khan’s prior dismissals. This admission underscores a monumental failure of leadership, and yet Khan has remained silent publicly. His office touts initiatives like the £15.6 million Violence and Exploitation Support Service, claiming it demonstrates a “continued commitment” to protecting London’s children, but critics see these promises as mere window dressing in the face of mounting evidence.
Former Manchester Police detective Maggie Oliver, who exposed the Rochdale scandal, did not hold back, telling the Express that London's grooming cases “stink,” echoing the cover-up tactics she saw in Manchester—a pattern of concealment driven by complacency. Shadow politicians and Reform UK leaders have attacked Khan, accusing him of collusion in a cover-up and demanding genuine accountability. Their frustration is compounded by revelations of systemic data mismanagement within the police, with veteran detective Bernadette Murray suggesting longstanding institutional efforts to hide the scale of grooming in London “since at least 2010,” leaving vulnerable victims unprotected.
The controversy has spilled into political exchanges at City Hall, where Khan’s evasive responses to questions about grooming gang investigations reveal a troubling pattern of denial. When pressed by Conservative leader Susan Hall, Khan allegedly dodged direct answers, further undermining public trust and fueling demands for top-down accountability.
As outrage swells across political aisles and among Londoners, the truth continues to emerge: Khan's leadership has proven woefully inadequate in addressing a crisis that endangers the very fabric of our communities. The police's startling admission of widespread investigations underscores a failure of oversight at every level. For the sake of the city’s children and future, urgent action is needed—something this mayor has consistently refused to deliver. London's residents deserve transparency, decisive leadership, and accountability—none of which appear on the horizon under Sir Sadiq Khan.
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