Lady Mayor’s Show highlights superficial progress amid ongoing City elitism
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Dame Susan Langley's historic appointment as the first female Lord Mayor’s Show in over 800 years has been portrayed as a milestone for the City’s long-standing traditions. Yet, despite the glitz and pageantry, this superficial display of progress masks a deeper concern. While the parade’s elaborate floats and charitable displays celebrate tradition on the surface, they obscure the unsettling reality of a City increasingly detached from the needs of ordinary people. The event’s emphasis on historic continuity risks glossing over the fact that the City’s policies remain deeply entrenched in elitism and exclusivity, catering to a privileged few rather than the broader community.
The so-called “Lady Mayor’s Show,” scheduled for 8 November 2025, features a route starting at Mansion House and showcasing around 7,000 participants and 250 horses, a spectacle that continues to reinforce the City’s gilded image. Behind this parade of wealth and tradition, one must question whether such displays serve the wider interests of ordinary workers and taxpayers or simply uphold an outdated aristocratic pageantry. The involvement of influential organisations like the Worshipful Company of Insurers, with their elite backing and grand base at Painters’ Hall, underscores how entrenched and privilege-driven the City's network remains, marginalising those outside its historic circle.
While Dame Susan Langley claims to be honoured by her election, her role and the event itself are emblematic of a broader failure: a City that clings to its traditions at the expense of real progress. The focus on celebrating inclusivity with a “first female Lord Mayor” is merely window dressing if the fundamental policies continue to prioritise corporate interests over community welfare. Events like these risk becoming solely symbolic gestures rather than catalysts for meaningful change, offering the illusion of progress while reassuring those at the top that the old order remains intact.
The parade’s celebratory tone and associated fundraising events, such as the raffle for the Stationers’ Foundation, should not distract from the fact that the City’s priorities continue to favour the wealthy elite. Instead of puffing up superficial milestones, we need leadership that genuinely questions the structures that keep social inequality entrenched. The so-called “evolution” of the City, marked superficially by this parade, is in reality a forced attempt to mask its unwillingness to confront the widening gap between the privileged and ordinary citizens. The celebration of tradition must not be used as a smokescreen for continued greed and elitism, something that, under current leadership, remains firmly in place.
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