Türkiye–US summit highlights rapid AI growth and cybersecurity as strategic priorities
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The Türkiye–US Business Summit, organised by the American Business Association (AmCham) Türkiye, convened in Istanbul on December 1, 2025, focusing on the critical themes of artificial intelligence (AI) and cybersecurity under the banner "Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity: Sectoral Future Perspectives." Bringing together governmental and private-sector figures from both Türkiye and the United States, the summit underscored the transformative impact these technologies have across industries, reshaping decision-making processes, competitiveness, and business architectures fundamentally.
Emre Karter, Chair of AmCham Türkiye, highlighted that AI is ushering in a new era of productivity, while cybersecurity has emerged as a strategic pillar in this evolving landscape. He emphasised that the integration of AI and cybersecurity offers substantial growth opportunities for companies and countries alike, but warned against the serious costs and risks inherent in falling behind in this rapidly developing arena. Karter also outlined AmCham Türkiye’s ongoing efforts in collaboration with public institutions from both countries to advance digital transformation, AI investment, enhancement of cybersecurity standards, and robust data governance frameworks. This multifaceted approach aims to ensure that both economies remain competitive and secure in the digital age.
From the United States, Thomas Hardy, Acting Director of the US Trade and Development Agency (USTDA), reiterated the US administration’s ambition to maintain global leadership in AI, data centres, and cybersecurity infrastructure. Hardy noted the accelerated pace of AI development, with capabilities doubling approximately every seven months, positioning AI as both an economic powerhouse and a national security asset. He stressed the importance of building secure digital infrastructure to support AI applications across vital sectors such as energy, transport, healthcare, and smart city initiatives. Hardy also explained USTDA’s role in facilitating infrastructure development through financing, feasibility studies, and pilot projects, with a strategic focus on expanding AI and cybersecurity applications globally. Current projects include subnet fiber infrastructure, 5G networks, and cybersecurity-enhanced systems, reflecting a shared commitment to secure technological advancement between the two nations.
The summit concluded with sector-focused panels that explored AI’s transformative role across key industries, the high-risk applications of AI in critical sectors, and the intricate relationship between data use, AI technologies, and cybersecurity measures. These discussions underscored the necessity of balanced regulatory frameworks and collaboration between governments, industry stakeholders, and civil society to harness AI’s full potential responsibly.
This emphasis on the strategic importance of AI and cybersecurity resonates with wider transatlantic initiatives. For example, AmCham Türkiye will further celebrate bilateral cooperation with the upcoming I AmChamPion Awards Gala & Annual Türkiye-U.S. Summit, which highlights achievements in areas like U.S. investment, sustainable innovation, and talent development. This event strengthens the message that fostering innovation and secure digital infrastructure remains central to both countries’ economic and technological policies.
The focus on responsible AI development and data governance aligns with parallel discussions in other transatlantic chambers, such as AmCham Romania's AI & Privacy Forum. There, policymakers and business leaders also stress the need for collaboration to ensure AI's secure and ethical implementation. The shared understanding across these forums reflects a broader recognition that innovation, regulation, and human-centric values must converge to foster trust, transparency, and sustainable growth in the age of AI.
In summary, the Türkiye–US Business Summit showcased how AI and cybersecurity not only redefine technological capabilities but also shape economic strategies and national security priorities. Through ongoing bilateral cooperation and expanded infrastructure projects, both countries aim to lead in a global race where technology advances swiftly, and secure, resilient digital ecosystems become indispensable.
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