EU launches antitrust investigation into Google’s AI content practices amid content creator concerns
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The European Commission has opened a formal antitrust investigation into Google’s use of online publisher and creator content to develop and power its artificial intelligence systems, the regulator said on Tuesday. The probe will examine whether Google has taken content without fair payment and whether it has blocked rival developers from accessing the same material, potentially breaching EU competition rules. [1][3][4]
At the centre of the inquiry are two sets of practices: first, Google’s AI-powered search features , notably AI Overviews and AI Mode , which generate summaries and conversational answers that appear above traditional search results; and second, YouTube’s terms that require creators to grant Google permission to use uploaded videos for purposes including AI training. Publishers and creators allege they receive no additional compensation and lack an effective opt‑out while risking loss of search visibility. [1][2][4]
The Commission said it will scrutinise whether Google has abused a dominant market position in breach of Article 102 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union by imposing unfair terms on publishers and creators or by granting itself privileged access that disadvantages rival AI developers. The case has been opened under case number AT.40983. [1][3]
Teresa Ribera, Executive Vice‑President for Clean, Just and Competitive Transition, framed the investigation in terms of protecting the information ecosystem and creative sectors, saying: “A free and democratic society depends on diverse media, open access to information, and a vibrant creative landscape. These values are central to who we are as Europeans. AI is bringing remarkable innovation and many benefits for people and businesses across Europe, but this progress cannot come at the expense of the principles at the heart of our societies. This is why we are investigating whether Google may have imposed unfair terms and conditions on publishers and content creators, while placing rival AI models developers at a disadvantage, in breach of EU competition rules.” [1]
Google has defended its practices, arguing that the probe risks hindering innovation and saying it will engage with the Commission; the company has previously emphasised its willingness to work with news and creative industries during the AI transition. Complainants include independent publishers and industry groups who say AI Overviews have already harmed traffic and revenue by displacing clicks to original sites. [2][3][6]
The Commission has prioritised the investigation but gave no timetable for its conclusion, noting that length will depend on case complexity and the extent of Google’s cooperation. Once the Commission pursues the matter, national competition authorities must refrain from parallel action on the same issues and national courts should avoid rulings that conflict with the EU body’s potential decision. If found to have infringed Article 102, Google could face substantial fines and remedies under EU competition law. [1][3]
The probe comes amid wider regulatory scrutiny of major technology firms’ AI practices across jurisdictions, and follows other EU inquiries into platform behaviour. Observers say the case will test how existing competition frameworks apply to generative AI and whether dominant platforms can be required to pay or to open access to the data that fuels AI models. [1][5]
As the investigation proceeds, publishers, creators and rival AI developers will be watched closely for evidence about traffic impacts, contractual terms on content use, and technical access restrictions to platforms such as YouTube , issues the Commission has flagged as central to whether competition has been distorted in the emerging AI market. [1][3][6]
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