OpenAI launches newsroom academy to accelerate responsible AI adoption in journalism
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OpenAI has launched the OpenAI Academy for News Organizations, a global learning hub aimed at helping journalists, editors and publishers adopt artificial intelligence responsibly across newsroom functions. According to OpenAI, the platform , announced at the AI and Journalism Summit co‑hosted by the Brown Institute for Media Innovation and Hearst , goes live today and offers hands‑on training, playbooks and real‑world examples designed to save time and enable higher‑impact journalism. [1][2]
Positioned as a practical, newsroom‑focused resource, the Academy’s curriculum covers editorial, investigative and business operations and includes on‑demand courses such as "AI Essentials for Journalists" that introduce core AI concepts and newsroom use cases. The offering also includes sessions for technical and product teams exploring advanced tools and custom AI solutions, alongside open‑source projects and shared resources newsrooms can adapt to local workflows. The company said the materials emphasise applications in investigative research, translation and multilingual reporting, data analysis and production efficiency. [1][2]
OpenAI framed the Academy as building on years of collaboration with the journalism community, citing partnerships with the American Journalism Project and The Lenfest Institute for Journalism as foundations for the programme. The firm said insights from global publisher relationships and industry groups shaped the Academy’s emphasis on practical guidance and shared learning grounded in real newsroom needs. OpenAI also highlighted existing collaborations with publishers including News Corp, Axios, the Financial Times, Condé Nast and Hearst, and work with industry bodies such as WAN‑IFRA and INMA. [1][2][6]
The launch comes alongside other OpenAI initiatives designed to accelerate newsroom AI adoption. According to OpenAI, it is funding and providing technical assistance to The Newsroom AI Catalyst with WAN‑IFRA, a global accelerator intended to help more than 100 publishers fast‑track AI implementation through modules, workshops, a mini hackathon and a showcase. The programme aims to support content creation, deeper data analysis, improved user experiences and experimentation with new formats. [3]
OpenAI’s partnership with The Lenfest Institute has previously extended to the Lenfest Institute AI Collaborative and Fellowship programme, which funds AI fellows at local news organisations to pursue projects that drive business sustainability and innovation. The initial round supported five organisations , Chicago Public Media, Newsday, The Minnesota Star Tribune, The Philadelphia Inquirer and The Seattle Times , with grants, OpenAI and Microsoft Azure credits to develop local AI tools. The Lenfest programme has since expanded to include additional newsrooms such as ProPublica, Boston Globe Media, The Dallas Morning News, The Baltimore Banner and Arizona State University’s NEWSWELL, with projects focusing on audience engagement, tip organisation and content personalisation. [4][7]
OpenAI acknowledged the concerns that have accompanied AI adoption in journalism around trust, accuracy and employment, and said the Academy includes guidance on responsible use, internal policies and governance frameworks to help newsrooms safeguard accuracy, transparency and trust. The company presented the Academy as an attempt to provide immediate operational value while encouraging transparent, ethical deployment of AI technologies. [1][2]
The wider landscape includes other industry training efforts. According to JournalismAI at the London School of Economics, the JournalismAI Academy , supported by the Google News Initiative , has offered a free, five‑week online programme since 2021, demonstrating growing demand for structured training as newsrooms evaluate AI tools and governance. The emergence of multiple training and accelerator programmes underlines a broader industry push to professionalise AI adoption rather than rely on ad hoc experimentation. [5]
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