Florida woman's wrongful jailings highlight risks of AI-generated evidence in court
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An innocent Florida nurse says she was jailed twice after her former partner allegedly used AI-generated text messages to fabricate evidence that led to domestic violence charges. According to the Daily Mail and an ABC11 investigation, Melissa Mullin Sims, 57, was arrested in Collier County in November 2024 after an acrimonious breakup and again months later on an alleged bond violation tied to further text evidence. [1][2]
Sims told Naples Press she had been forced to call police after her then-boyfriend "ransacked her condo, stole her belongings and refused to leave," and that when she reported him for stealing her credit cards "he flipped the script and had me arrested for domestic violence," a version of events also recounted by 6ABC. Witnesses later told investigators Sims had arrived at a pickleball court hours before an exchange on Christmas Day 2024 and had not spoken to him, but officers arrested her after receiving the incriminating messages. [1][2]
The message that prosecutors say helped trigger the second arrest read, exactly, "Haha you a! The cops won't arrest a woman on Xmas, but nice try, you piece of s*," a text Sims alleges was produced with AI and that, she says, was never verified by county officials despite subpoenaed cellphone records showing the message did not exist. The Daily Mail reports Sims spent another night in jail before being released pending trial. [1]
Sims says the arrests cost her employment and her livelihood. She told Naples Press she lost a part-time role at Naples Pickleball Center, was unable to practise as a nurse and was barred from returning to her condo for 19 days, adding "I've lost at least $100,000." Prosecutors dropped the bond violation eight months later in early 2025 and she was acquitted of the battery charge in December 2025. [1]
The case has become part of a growing pattern in which digital fabrication or manipulation plays a central role in criminal complaints and hoaxes. WFTV reported a separate Florida case in which a woman admitted creating a fake social-media account to send threatening messages in her ex-partner's name that led to his arrests, while The Smoking Gun and Hindustan Times documented an incident in which an AI-generated image was used to fabricate a violent assault report. Industry and local reporting warn these episodes expose gaps in how law enforcement and courts authenticate digital evidence. [5][6][7]
Other high-profile Florida cases underline different harms of online deceit. The Guardian and The Independent covered the conviction of Peaches Stergo for defrauding an elderly victim in a long-running romance scam, a reminder that digital manipulations can be deployed for fraud as well as false accusations. Taken together, these stories have prompted calls for clearer rules and better verification of electronic material in investigations. [3][4]
Sims is now campaigning for state reform. According to the Collier Delegation, she supports proposed "Melissa's Law" to "strengthen protections for victims, ensure accountability of law enforcement and prosecutors, and prevent misuse of digital and AI-generated evidence in Florida." She has used social media to warn others: "This is not just my story. This is a warning," and added that "AI and digital technology, when misused by devious people, can destroy lives if there are no safeguards in place." ABC11 and other outlets covering the matter say the case underscores an urgent need for courts to develop robust methods to authenticate digital evidence to prevent wrongful arrests. [1][2]
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