Nepal’s election code of conduct tightens social media rules ahead of March 5 vote
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The Election Commission has moved to bring activity on social networking platforms squarely within the election code of conduct in advance of the House of Representatives ballot on March 5,aiming to curb manipulation, misinformation and other online practices that could undermine the vote's integrity,according to the lead report by Khabarhub.
Khabarhub reports the commission's code forbids operating social media accounts or creating fake pages with the intention of influencing the election or damaging its credibility.It also bans the spread of misinformation, false narratives, insults and hate speech on social media,whether generated manually or with artificial intelligence,and prohibits modifying, posting, reposting, commenting, live streaming, tagging or mentioning content where the intent is to influence voters.
The Khabarhub account states the code bars actions that harm the reputation of the Election Commission,its commissioners or employees,and forbids character assassination,personal defamation and dissemination of defamatory material through any medium.It also prohibits violations of voter confidentiality or any actions that compromise the impartiality of the electoral process.
There is a minor discrepancy in timing across outlets: Khabarhub says the Election Commission is set to enforce the code from January 17,while several other reports described the code as effective from mid-January or specifically from January 15.These differences echo broader coverage noting the code was approved and finalised in late December ahead of the March 5 election. According to NepalPress and The Annapurna Express,the regulation was sanctioned and slated to take effect in mid-January to ensure rules apply during the critical campaign period.
Beyond social media restrictions,official summaries and state broadcasters highlight wider prohibitions aimed at safeguarding a level playing field.The commission has restricted misuse of state resources and barred government and public institutions from supporting political parties or candidates,forbidden the use of children in election-related activities,and prohibited campaign events that obstruct public movement,according to Radio Nepal and the Kathmandu Post.
The Kathmandu Post and Radio Nepal further report the commission has incorporated new communication rules that ban discussions,interactions,assemblies,conventions,workshops or seminars during the election campaign prohibition period,and require political parties,candidates and affiliated organisations to account for campaign expenditures conducted via online media in their election expenses documentation.The new regulation reiterates constitutional press freedoms alongside requirements for self-regulation,according to NepalPress.
Election authorities have also explicitly targeted symbolic and material campaigning:The code bars production,use,distribution or display of garments or items bearing election symbols,stickers,logos,bags,badges,tattoos or similar materials,and prohibits the use of government premises,schools or universities for campaign gatherings,The Kathmandu Post reported.Moreover,foundation-stone-laying or inauguration ceremonies by governments at any level are restricted during the code's operation.
Taken together,the measures reflect an election management strategy that treats online information environments and offline state resources as twin vulnerabilities to electoral fairness.The commission's combined prohibitions on AI-enabled manipulation,fake accounts,state resource misuse and unaccounted online spending aim to limit channels by which voters might be misled or by which incumbency advantages could be amplified.
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