Swedish charts exclude AI-created folk-pop hit after investigation reveals artificial origin
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A folk-pop single that has been streamed millions of times has been barred from Sweden’s official record charts after investigators revealed the credited performer was created using artificial intelligence. According to NME, the track "I Know, You're Not Mine – Jag vet, du är inte min" by the artist Jacub topped Spotify’s list of Sweden’s most popular songs but has now been excluded from Sverigetopplistan after questions over its origin surfaced.[1]
Industry reporting shows the song has accrued more than five million Spotify streams globally and was especially prominent on Sweden’s Spotify rankings; the Guardian and other outlets note about 200,000 of those plays occurred in Sweden. The single appears on a six-track EP titled "Kärleken är Bränd" (Love is Burned). Journalists and local observers flagged an absence of an established public profile for Jacub, no tours, scarce social media presence and no media appearances, prompting closer scrutiny.[2][5]
Investigative work by Swedish journalist Emanuel Karlsten traced the registration of the song to a team of executives linked to Stellar Music, a Denmark-based publishing and marketing firm, with connections to the company’s AI department. Music publications report the artist credit is effectively a project name, and that the track’s registration details tied it back to people working in Stellar’s AI team.[1][3][4]
The producers, styling themselves "Team Jacub," told NME that press coverage had misrepresented their creative process and that AI had been used as an assisting tool rather than as the sole author. "We are not an anonymous tech company that just 'pressed a button,'" they wrote, adding that "The team behind Jacub consists of experienced music creators, songwriters, and producers who have invested a lot of time, care, emotions, and financial resources," and that "Jacub is an artistic project developed and carried by a team of human songwriters, producers, and creators." The group cited the track’s streaming success as evidence of its artistic value.[1][6]
IFPI Sweden has taken an opposing view and removed the track from the national chart roll, saying songs that are "mainly AI-generated" are not eligible for the official top list. Ludvig Werner, head of IFPI Sweden, is quoted explaining that the organisation’s rule disqualifies predominantly AI-created works from Sverigetopplistan.[1][3][5]
The incident has been placed in a wider context of rising friction between streaming, copyright and generative technology. Reports note previous examples of AI-created or AI-fronted projects gaining traction, such as Breaking Rust’s "Walk My Walk" topping a Billboard digital chart, the AI creator Sienna Rose achieving millions of Spotify listeners, the Velvet Sundown hoax, and Xania Monet’s commercially significant deals and chart entries, while platforms and rights bodies respond with new rules and removals.[1][3][4]
Platforms and services are already taking stances: Bandcamp announced a ban on music made entirely or with heavy reliance on generative AI and invited users to flag suspected AI-generated content for review,while streaming-service research suggests listeners struggle to distinguish AI music from human-made works. Deezer, cited in coverage of the debate, found a high proportion of people unable to tell the difference between AI and human performances, intensifying questions about discoverability, attribution and consumer perception.[1]
The case crystallises tensions for an industry weighing creative experimentation against transparency and rights protection. As journalists, trade bodies and platforms press for clearer classifications and safeguards, the exclusion of Jacub’s hit from Sweden’s official charts underlines the immediate policy consequences when a work’s provenance is contested and when prevailing rules preclude "mainly AI-generated" pieces from chart recognition.[2][3][4]
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