China’s surveillance system accelerates with AI-driven crowd detection technology
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A technical note issued by the Fujian Police Academy last December offers an unvarnished glimpse of how artificial intelligence is being stitched into China’s mechanisms for monitoring and managing public order. The document outlines a system that fuses inputs from acoustic sensors, CCTV and official incident reports into machine-learning models designed to flag gatherings as they begin to coalesce, then refine detection by re‑analysing footage when events are missed. According to reporting on the document, the aim is to shorten the warning time available to authorities and automate a portion of frontline detection. 
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