India's digital policy push prioritises fair revenue sharing and AI regulation at DNPA conclave
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At a conference of digital news leaders in New Delhi on 26 February, Union information and broadcasting minister Ashwini Vaishnaw told social media firms they must adopt fairer ways of sharing the income their platforms generate, arguing that the current model fails to recognise the full range of people who sustain online ecosystems. According to coverage of the Digital News Publishers Association conclave, Vaishnaw urged platforms to design transparent revenue-sharing arrangements that reward established newsrooms, independent creators in distant communities, and academics who contribute expertise online. 
Industry figures and policymakers at the event framed the issue as one of cultural and economic sustainability, warning that inadequate compensation for original work threatens journalism, the arts and research. Reporting from national outlets highlights the minister’s call for platforms to reassess their monetisation policies so that writers, influencers, journalists and researchers receive a fair portion of the value created from their content. 
Vaishnaw also moved beyond questions of money to challenge platforms’ claims of neutrality, holding them to account for the spread of misinformation and synthetic media. He argued that unchecked distribution of manipulated content is eroding public trust, and said platforms must accept greater responsibility for what appears on their services. Coverage of his remarks underlined concerns that deepfakes and falsehoods are now a systemic risk to democratic discourse. 
Tackling synthetic media was presented as a policy priority: the minister urged mandatory user consent before anyone’s face, voice or likeness is used to generate AI-made content, and linked that demand to wider efforts to restore credibility online. Separately, Vaishnaw has pressed for international cooperation to counter malicious uses of AI, telling delegates at a related summit that "innovation without trust is a liability", a formulation that underlines the case for cross‑border technical and legal responses. 
While he encouraged voluntary industry action, the minister warned that the government is prepared to explore statutory measures if platforms fail to change their practices, pointing to legal steps taken by other countries as precedents. Commentators at the conclave and subsequent reports noted his emphasis on protecting children and vulnerable users, and on upholding intellectual property rights as central to preserving incentives for original content creation. 
The DNPA conclave, organised around the theme of reshaping news for a resilient digital future, brought together publishers, technologists and regulators to debate business models, AI-driven disruption, trust and regulatory design. According to the association’s statement and press coverage, the event aimed to forge practical responses that balance innovation with responsibility as the news industry adapts to rapid technological change. 
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