Pro‑Human AI declaration gains diverse support amid calls for stronger safety measures
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An eclectic group of academics, business figures, faith leaders and politicians has publicly endorsed a new Pro‑Human AI Declaration that urges tougher safety measures and greater accountability for companies developing advanced artificial intelligence. According to the announcement from the Future of Life Institute, signatories include Richard Branson, economist Daron Acemoglu and former Trump adviser Steve Bannon, while backers range from the American Federation of Teachers to the Congress of Christian Leaders and the Progressive Democrats of America. 
The declaration opens with a stark assertion: "Artificial intelligence should serve humanity, not the reverse." It frames a vision in which "trustworthy and controllable AI tools amplify rather than diminish human potential, empower people, enhance human dignity, protect individual liberty, strengthen families and communities, preserve self‑governance and hep create unprecedented health and prosperity." The document sets out core principles including human oversight of AI, measures to prevent dominant AI monopolies, protections for children, preservation of individual agency and legal accountability for unsafe systems. 
Organisers deliberately excluded representatives from the tech industry when assembling the signatories, a departure from some earlier safety petitions that involved company figures. The move appears intended to present civil society, labour and moral authorities as the primary voice pressing for limits on corporate discretion in AI deployment. A parallel poll released with the declaration found strong public support for the approach, with about four in five US voters saying humans should remain in charge of AI and that companies should face greater accountability. 
This latest campaign sits alongside a string of philanthropic and advocacy efforts aimed at counterbalancing commercially driven AI development. A coalition of foundations led by MacArthur and Omidyar this year announced a multi‑hundred‑million‑dollar Humanity AI initiative to fund projects that steer AI toward democratic, educational and civic goals, while grassroots campaigns such as Protect What’s Human have pressed for commonsense regulatory safeguards, transparency and independent oversight. Together these initiatives reflect a growing ecosystem of actors seeking to shape AI policy outside the industry’s boardrooms. 
The Pro‑Human declaration follows earlier interventions from the Future of Life Institute, which in 2023 coordinated a widely publicised call for a six‑month pause on the training of systems more capable than GPT‑4 and later mobilised signatories around a ban on superintelligent AI until safety can be demonstrated. Those prior campaigns drew thousands of signatures from researchers, business leaders and public figures, but did not deter rapid corporate development; some past signatories subsequently launched AI startups of their own. The new declaration therefore appears to adopt a different tactic by emphasising a broad alliance of non‑industry institutions and public opinion. 
Polling and survey data released by advocacy groups underscore widespread public unease with the pace and governance of advanced AI. A national survey of U.S. adults conducted for the Future of Life Institute found that roughly three‑quarters favour strong regulatory oversight, comparable to pharmaceutical standards, and that a substantial majority would delay development of superhuman AI until it can be shown safe and controllable. Advocates point to this gap between corporate momentum and public appetite as justification for urgent legislative and regulatory remedies. 
Despite unanimity among many civil society actors about the need for stronger rules, observers note tensions within the broader coalition about means and ends. Some signatories press for outright moratoria on certain classes of research, while others favour phased regulation, public funding for alternatives that prioritise social goods, or legal liability frameworks to hold companies to account. According to reporting on earlier open letters, the movement also encompasses diverse political perspectives, making the question of durable policy consensus one of the movement’s immediate challenges. 
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