US tech workers oppose Pentagon pressure to relax AI safety controls
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Technology-sector labour groups and worker organisations representing roughly 700,000 employees across the United States have urged senior executives at Amazon, Google and Microsoft to resist Defence Department pressure to relax safety limits on artificial intelligence, in a joint statement circulated by the No Tech For Apartheid campaign. The coalition says the controls in question are intended to restrict military and surveillance deployment of advanced models and that removing them would broaden the potential for government use. (Sources: Moneycontrol, VisaVerge) 
The appeal comes against a backdrop of a public dispute between the Pentagon and Anthropic, in which the department has pressed the company for contractual language that critics say would permit wider application of its models. According to reporting from multiple outlets, workers and allies fear requests to strip two specific safeguards from Anthropic’s Claude would open the door to large-scale domestic surveillance and to systems that could operate without human oversight. (Sources: Axios, HCAMag)
Worker signatories, drawn from engineers, organisers and unions across major cloud and AI providers, called on company leaders to decline similar demands if raised in their own government contracts and to adopt explicit internal limits on how products may be used for surveillance or weapons. The statement also asks for greater openness about commercial agreements with homeland security and immigration agencies that use cloud services for data and operational support. (Sources: Moneycontrol, HCAMag)
The campaign reflects a widening rift inside technology firms that supply cloud infrastructure and AI services to federal agencies. Industry critics say the Pentagon has been seeking contractual terms that would allow "any lawful use" of supplied systems in classified operations, language that employees and advocacy groups warn could undercut previously negotiated safety commitments. Companies already host a broad range of government workloads on Amazon Web Services, Google Cloud and Microsoft Azure, which complicates how corporate policy and national security demands interact. (Sources: HCAMag, WSWS)
Labour organisers framed the initiative as both a defence of civil liberties and a push for clearer public rules. They argue that, absent robust federal regulation governing military and surveillance uses of AI, workplace organising and corporate policy become the primary mechanisms for imposing ethical constraints. The letter invites broader participation from technology workers who oppose their labour being used to develop systems for mass monitoring or autonomous lethal force. (Sources: HCAMag, VisaVerge)
The dispute has already prompted wider employee activism within the AI sector: open letters from staff at multiple labs have urged limits on domestic surveillance and fully autonomous warfare, while some firms have adjusted internal policies in response to internal pressure. According to reporting, the movement encompasses signatories inside Google, OpenAI and other labs, underscoring how workforce sentiment is shaping public debate over the ethics of defence-related AI projects. (Sources: Axios, WSWS, Medium)
As tensions persist between defence requirements and corporate and workforce resistance, the campaign highlights a broader question about who should set the boundaries for powerful technologies. The worker groups and their allies are pushing both for corporate refusals to accept expansive military usage clauses and for transparent, enforceable government rules that would define permissible AI applications in security contexts. (Sources: Moneycontrol, VisaVerge)
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