UK authors launch voluntary 'Human Authored' certification to distinguish AI-produced books
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The Society of Authors has unveiled a voluntary certification allowing writers to mark their books as created by humans, a move aimed at helping readers navigate a market increasingly saturated with material produced by artificial intelligence. The scheme lets authors register titles and download a “Human Authored” logo to display on a book’s cover, signalling that the text was not generated by AI. (Sources: [2])
The initiative is the first of its kind to be rolled out by a UK trade association and follows a similar programme introduced in the United States by the Authors Guild in early 2025. According to the Society, the absence of any statutory requirement obliging technology firms to flag AI-generated content has left consumers unable to tell whether a work stems from a human creator or from models trained on copyrighted material without permission or remuneration. (Sources: [2],[7])
Several well-known writers have endorsed the labelling scheme. “It’s only going to be human authored books on my desert island,” said Mary Beard, reflecting a desire among some authors to preserve a clear link between creator and text. (Sources: [2])
Children’s author Malorie Blackman described the mark as an attempt to honour the labour that underpins storytelling. “Any creative endeavour requires time, effort, a willingness to learn from mistakes and failure, and a determination to persevere – lifelong, essential skills which cannot be learned and honed by allowing AI to do all of our creative thinking and production for us. “Surely part of the pleasure of reading, listening to songs, watching films and dramas, looking at an artwork and, in fact, sharing any creative endeavour is that sense of connection with the content creator, that feeling that they are speaking to you on some deep, emotional level that is entirely absent when the work has been produced by AI.” (Sources: [2])
The logo was launched at the London Book Fair by novelist Tracy Chevalier at an event that coincided with a high-profile protest against AI training practices. Thousands of authors, including Kazuo Ishiguro, Philippa Gregory and Richard Osman, produced an “empty” book titled Don’t Steal This Book, containing only a roster of names, and distributed copies to fair attendees ahead of a scheduled government assessment on the economic effects of proposed copyright reforms. (Sources: [2])
The Society points to strong member interest in a certification approach: a recent survey of its author membership found 82% would consider using a Human Authored label. Anna Ganley, the Society’s chief executive, framed the scheme as a pragmatic measure to champion creators’ interests and to offer a provisional safeguard for reader transparency until more formal regulation of AI labelling is in place. (Sources: [2])
The Authors Guild’s earlier programme provides a useful comparator and a practical model for implementation. The Guild’s portal sets out clear usage guidelines and licensing terms for displaying a Human Authored mark, allows the badge to appear on either the front or back cover, and has expanded over time from members-only to broader eligibility for authors and bulk certification options for publishers. Its frequently asked questions and guidance documents explain the registration process and the programme’s aim of offering readers an assurance that a book is the product of human creativity. (Sources: [3],[4],[5],[6])
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