ByteDance halts global rollout of AI video generator amid copyright disputes
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TikTok owner ByteDance has halted the planned global roll-out of its AI video generator Seedance 2.0 while it reviews legal risks around the model’s training and output, according to industry reporting and news agency coverage. The pause follows a wave of complaints from major entertainment companies that the tool can reproduce copyrighted characters and actors’ likenesses without permission. (According to ObjectWire and the Associated Press.)
The dispute escalated after a series of Seedance-created clips went viral in China, including a hyper-realistic fight between AI-generated versions of Tom Cruise and Brad Pitt. Disney is reported to have sent a cease-and-desist letter, alleging the company had treated characters from franchises such as Star Wars and the Marvel films as if they were public-domain assets, prompting ByteDance to delay wider availability. (According to National Today and ObjectWire.)
Other studios and rights holders have joined the pushback. Netflix, Warner Bros., Paramount and others have criticised the technology for producing material that replicates the look and feel of their shows, while the Motion Picture Association has accused the system of widespread use of U.S. copyrighted works without authorisation. Performers’ representatives have also voiced concern; SAG-AFTRA warned that unauthorised use of performers’ likenesses and voices threatens livelihoods and raises ethical questions. (According to GamesRadar, the Associated Press and TechRadar.)
ByteDance has publicly responded that it respects intellectual property and is working on technical and policy safeguards to curb unauthorised reuse of protected material, though it has not disclosed detailed measures. The company says its teams of lawyers and engineers are collaborating to tighten controls and prevent the generation of copyrighted characters or protected likenesses before any broader launch. (According to Yahoo News and National Today.)
Seedance 2.0, launched in February for professional content creation within China, can combine text, images, audio and video to produce cinematic sequences from minimal prompts and has attracted attention for its technical capability and speed. Industry commentary has compared it with other emerging generative-video efforts, underscoring the intensifying competition among companies building large multimedia models. The controversy highlights the legal and ethical fault lines that now accompany rapid advances in generative AI. (According to ObjectWire and the Associated Press.)
For now, ByteDance’s global timetable is in flux as it seeks to resolve rights-holder objections and implement promised safeguards; the company’s next public steps will likely determine whether existing legal challenges harden into litigation or can be settled through technical limits and licensing arrangements. (According to ObjectWire, National Today and Yahoo News.)
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