Bombay High Court orders rapid removal of deepfake content exploiting Shilpa Shetty’s personality rights
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The Bombay High Court has ordered a swift removal of deepfakes and other AI-manipulated material that misuse the identity of actress Shilpa Shetty Kundra, finding that such content infringes her personality rights and fundamental privacy protections. According to The Times of India and India Today, the judge described the material placed before the court as "extremely disturbing and shocking" and directed platforms to take down offending links and pages without delay.
The bench, led by Justice Sharmila Deshmukh, concluded on prima facie grounds that unauthorised commercial use of the actor’s persona amounted to passing off, stating: "Upon prima facie consideration of the material placed on record, it is evident that by unauthorised use of Shetty’s persona, name, image, likeness, photographs and other personality attributes, the defendants are passing off their goods as being associated with Shetty." The order restrained a number of named and unnamed online retailers, social media sites and AI-linked services from exploiting her image, likeness or name for commercial gain. 
The court singled out the growing ease with which artificial intelligence can generate manipulated visuals and audio, warning that platforms which offer tools to create synthetic media risk facilitating breaches of personality rights. The judgement emphasised that deepfake and explicit AI-generated content can inflict serious harm on reputation and dignity when circulated on public forums, and it required intermediaries to remove material identified by Shetty within a short statutory window, while preserving their right to seek judicial review of any notice they contest.
The decision follows a string of similar interventions by the same court protecting performers against unauthorised AI replication of voice, likeness and mannerisms. Previous orders have enjoined platforms from offering voice-synthesis tools or from carrying fake endorsements involving public figures, signalling a broader judicial effort to curb commercial exploitation of celebrity attributes by technology providers and marketplace operators.
Legal counsel for the actor argued in court that the unauthorised use of her identity reduces an individual, particularly a woman, to a commodity and that the public status of a person does not licence others to determine how that identity is presented to the world. Industry observers say the ruling reinforces an emerging precedent: courts are increasingly treating personality rights, including protection under Article 21's guarantees of privacy and dignity, as a check on reckless deployment of synthetic-media tools.
The order directs digital intermediaries to act promptly on notices and to cooperate in removing identified content, reflecting a balance between rapid takedown and the platforms' ability to challenge specific removals. Observers expect the judgement to accelerate policy and moderation changes at e-commerce and AI-tool companies as regulators and courts elsewhere watch how Indian jurisprudence addresses the threats posed by deepfakes.
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