California governor signs pioneering order to combat AI misuse and protect civil rights
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Governor Gavin Newsom has signed an executive order directing California state agencies to strengthen procurement standards and workplace practices for generative artificial intelligence, aiming to prevent the technology from producing child sexual abuse material, violating civil liberties and civil rights, or enabling unlawful discrimination, detention and surveillance. According to the announcement from the Governor’s office, vendors seeking state contracts must demonstrate policies and technical controls that reduce the risk of misuse and protect privacy and safety. 
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