WeChat bans fully automated publishing to protect human creativity amid AI content surge
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WeChat has tightened its rules on publishing, saying it will no longer allow subscription and service accounts to use artificial intelligence, scripts or other automated tools to produce and distribute content in place of human creators. The move comes as Tencent’s super app confronts a wave of machine-made posts that it says have begun to displace genuine authorial work.
According to Yicai, WeChat updated its operating guidelines last month to bar content that is wholly assembled or generated by automated systems without real human creative input. The platform said it supports the use of AI and other tools to assist creators, but draws a clear line at fully automated publishing. Accounts that breach the rules could face traffic limits, deletion of material or permanent suspension.
The revised policy broadens earlier restrictions aimed at low-originality material. WeChat had already been targeting posts in which AI output outweighed human writing, undisclosed AI assistance and templated bulk publishing. The latest version shifts the emphasis from quality concerns to the use of non-human production methods themselves, signalling a tougher stance as Chinese platforms wrestle with the speed and scale of AI-assisted content.
The crackdown comes amid a wider push across ByteDance’s ecosystem. Yicai reported that Toutiao removed more than 2.6 million pieces of low-quality AI-generated content last year, while Douyin said it dealt with 42,000 items of AI-generated vulgar or sexually explicit material from 14,000 accounts since the start of this year. Hongguo Short Drama, a ByteDance-backed platform, also said it had taken down 1,718 non-compliant comic drama titles last quarter, including 670 cases involving AI-generated material. Separate reports in Chinese state media have highlighted public concern over AI-generated dramas that allegedly copy people’s facial features without consent, adding to pressure for tighter oversight.
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