Linux establishes new rules for AI-assisted code contributions to ensure human accountability
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Linux has set out formal rules for AI-assisted code contributions, drawing a line between using generative tools and handing over responsibility for the result. The kernel project now allows developers to use systems such as GitHub Copilot, but insists that human contributors remain fully accountable for what they submit, including code quality, licence compliance and any bugs or security problems that follow.
According to the new kernel documentation, AI-generated work must still fit the project’s long-standing licensing rules, including GPL-2.0-only compatibility and the correct use of SPDX identifiers. The project also says AI systems may not attach the legally binding "Signed-off-by" certification used in kernel development. That remains a human duty under the Developer Certificate of Origin, reinforcing the idea that the machine can assist, but not take ownership.
To make that distinction visible, Linux is introducing an "Assisted-by" tag for patches that involve AI. The label is meant to identify the model and tools used, giving maintainers and other contributors a clearer picture of how a submission was produced. The documentation says that proper attribution matters because it helps track the changing role of AI in kernel development.
The policy follows months of debate inside the project and reflects a middle path between rejection and unchecked adoption. Linus Torvalds has previously argued that sweeping bans on AI are unrealistic, and the new framework appears to codify that view: AI tools are permitted, but only as aids. In practice, that puts the burden back on people, who must review the code themselves and stand behind it personally.
The decision is likely to be watched closely well beyond Linux. As one of the most influential open-source projects in the world, its rules often shape broader technical norms, and other projects may now consider similar requirements for disclosure, review and accountability. For now, Linux has drawn a clear boundary: AI can help write the code, but humans must answer for it.
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