Metropolitan Police considers AI to accelerate child abuse victim identification and reduce officer trauma
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The Metropolitan Police says it is considering using artificial intelligence to help identify victims of child sexual abuse more quickly, in a move it believes could speed up safeguarding and cut the amount of time officers spend reviewing distressing material. The force, which recorded more than 5,400 child sexual abuse offences over the past year, said it had safeguarded more than 1,300 children in cases linked to online child sexual abuse and exploitation, according to its own figures. 
Deputy Commissioner Matt Jukes said the force had to adapt as the scale of abuse, particularly online abuse, changed. The idea is that AI could help sort through large volumes of seized images and video to flag possible new victims or connect material to known cases, allowing investigators to focus their efforts sooner. The Met says the approach could reduce the exposure of officers and staff to traumatic content, while decisions would still rest with trained specialists. 
The force is also putting £10 million into child-first interview spaces designed to reduce trauma and improve outcomes for young victims. Similar trauma-informed rooms have been backed elsewhere by public funding, with authorities in Saskatchewan describing child-friendly interview spaces as a way to improve wellbeing, build trust and strengthen investigations. 
Any use of AI in this area would be tightly controlled, the Met said, with legal, ethical and safeguarding rules in place and human oversight at every stage. The warning comes as AI is also being used by criminals to generate exploitative sexual imagery and sextortion material targeting children and teenagers, a trend highlighted by Axios in reporting on the growing misuse of the technology. 
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