Google DeepMind's new philosopher signals a shift towards ethical AI development
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Google DeepMind has hired a philosopher to help examine some of the most unsettled questions surrounding advanced artificial intelligence, a sign that the sector is broadening beyond engineering and towards the human consequences of its technology. Henry Shevlin, a philosopher at the University of Cambridge and deputy director of its Leverhulme Centre for the Future of Intelligence, said on social media that he joined the company in May under the title of philosopher.
According to reporting by The Chosun Daily and other outlets, Shevlin’s work will centre on issues including whether AI could ever be conscious, how humans should relate to increasingly capable systems, and what safeguards may be needed if machines move closer to human-level intelligence. His appointment reflects a wider shift in the industry as companies that once concentrated mainly on model performance now place more weight on ethics, alignment and social impact.
That broader trend is visible elsewhere in the market. Anthropic, which has built its reputation around “safe and responsible” AI, already employs philosopher Anscombe Askell, who has helped shape the principles behind Claude’s behaviour. The company also recently held a private summit in San Francisco with clergy, academics and business figures to discuss the moral and spiritual dimensions of chatbot use, according to reports.
OpenAI, meanwhile, has been working with anthropologists to study the behaviour of ChatGPT Pro users, while Microsoft continues to run a Responsible AI function that it says helps turn its principles into product rules and policy work. The message across the sector is increasingly similar: as AI becomes more powerful and more widely used, the hardest problems are no longer purely technical. Companies are now trying to understand how these systems fit into human society, and how to prevent misuse, bias and other harms before the technology becomes even more deeply embedded in daily life.
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