How education can shape responsible AI use amid rapid technological change
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Artificial intelligence is no longer a future prospect, but its social rules are still being written. In that unsettled space, the sharpest disagreements may be the most valuable. The real divide is not simply between enthusiasm and hostility, but between people who want AI to move quickly and those who believe resistance is necessary to slow it down, question it and shape it before it hardens into everyday infrastructure.
That tension matters because AI is already embedded in classrooms, workplaces and university systems. University of Minnesota computer science and engineering associate professor Dan Knights said he has recently stopped writing code himself in some settings because AI now performs much of that work. He is preparing a programming lab for next semester that will focus on AI-assisted coding, but he says the deeper purpose is discussion rather than instruction in a single tool.
Knights’ view aligns with UNESCO’s approach to AI literacy, which stresses public understanding, transparency, accountability, privacy, safety and human oversight. UNESCO has also argued that education should remain human-centred, warning against over-reliance on automated systems and the erosion of critical thinking. In that spirit, teaching AI is not just about what the software can do; it is about helping students recognise the assumptions, limits and trade-offs built into it.
University of Minnesota advertising associate professor Claire Segijn takes a similar line. She says students should not be trained only on one platform or one workflow, but given a broader framework for approaching new technologies as they emerge. That framework, she argues, should include questions about copyright, environmental damage, labour, bias, privacy and digital vulnerability, alongside the habit of asking who benefits and who bears the cost.
Segijn has built a classroom guide she calls S.M.AI.R.T.E.R, a rubric meant to help students evaluate AI use more carefully, and she says AI itself helped shape the acronym. Her point, like Knights’, is not that everyone must embrace these systems. It is that even sceptics remain part of the ethical conversation. As UNESCO and academic research on AI in education both suggest, responsible use depends on human judgement, open discussion and clear limits. If AI is still an infant, then the question is not only who uses it, but who teaches it how to behave.
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