National Today faces scrutiny over alleged AI-driven plagiarism and systemic reporting shortcuts
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A local-news-style website run by the TOP Agency has been accused of turning other outlets’ reporting into a high-volume stream of AI-written copy, often without crediting the original work. Futurism said National Today published a rewritten version of one of its own interviews within hours, including a direct quote, while giving no attribution or link back to the original story.
The pattern, according to Futurism, extends well beyond a single incident. The site has allegedly copied reporting from publishers large and small, including pieces about writer and actress Lena Dunham, a controversial GLP-1 marketer, and a deeply personal local feature from East Texas. In that last case, KTRE reporter Mellie Valencia said the experience was upsetting because significant work had gone into building trust with a family, and she hoped readers would still turn to the station for accurate updates.
Other journalists say the theft is widespread enough to be systemic. Ryan Burns of the Humboldt County-focused Lost Coast Outpost wrote that his outlet’s material had been lifted and rewritten without credit, while Robert Cox of Talk of the Sound said a National Today version of his reporting added no new sourcing or analysis and simply passed off his work as its own. Both accounts reflect a broader concern that original local reporting is being stripped of attribution and recycled at scale.
The scale and quality of the output have also raised alarms. Futurism said it found National Today publishing hundreds of items in a single day, with many articles riddled with obvious errors, including the repeated use of generic names such as "Jane Doe" and misidentifications of public figures. In one example, the site allegedly attributed a quote to a police chief who does not exist, while in another it was said to have fabricated a line for Pope Leo XIV about Donald Trump’s use of an AI-generated image.
National Today’s owner, TOP Agency, presents the site as part of a wider marketing operation that helps brands generate viral reach. But the site’s news-like sections, such as city-specific pages that resemble local outlets, appear to blur the line between publicity and journalism. According to Futurism, archived versions suggest the flood of plagiarised news content only began appearing in early 2026, despite the site having existed for years as a holiday and calendar destination. Axios recently reported a similar collapse at Nota News, an AI-driven local news network that shut down after allegations it had repurposed work from dozens of outlets and journalists, underscoring how quickly AI publishing models can unravel when editorial standards are weak. Nature, meanwhile, has warned that plagiarism in AI-assisted publishing is becoming harder to detect, which makes disclosure and accountability even more important.
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