The Guardian’s AI reporting under scrutiny over Omidyar’s funding ties
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The Guardian’s partnership with the Omidyar Network on a major artificial intelligence reporting project has drawn scrutiny over whether a philanthropic backer with an AI investment can remain comfortably outside coverage of the sector. The paper launched "Reworked" in February as a year-long examination of how AI is changing work and power, with the project presented as editorially independent and focused on workers rather than executives or forecasts.
The concern stems from Omidyar Network’s purchase of nearly 50,000 shares in Anthropic in April 2024, a deal disclosed by the organisation itself during bankruptcy proceedings involving FTX. Omidyar said at the time that Anthropic’s emphasis on transparency, accountability and safety matched its own view of responsible AI development, and the group has also described a broader commitment to funding inclusive and responsible generative AI. The Guardian has said the series was supported by philanthropic funding from theguardian.org and Omidyar Network.
When the series first appeared, observers noted that the disclosure did not immediately spell out the scale of Omidyar’s Anthropic holding, prompting complaints from media watchdogs about a possible conflict of interest. The Guardian later added a note stating that Omidyar Network had announced the stock purchase in 2024 and that the outlet maintains a strict firewall between revenue and editorial decisions. A Guardian spokesperson told the Daily Caller News Foundation that the reporting is "fully and completely editorially independent" from its funders.
The episode has tapped into a wider debate about the growing role of outside money in journalism, particularly on technology subjects where philanthropic funders and the industry itself can have overlapping interests. Omidyar Network says it invests and funds technology projects that serve the public interest, while The Guardian says "Reworked" was designed to centre the experiences of workers affected by AI rather than the claims of companies building it. Still, critics argue that even the appearance of a financial link can make readers question editorial independence.
The row also unfolds against a broader political backdrop in which AI has become a partisan and strategic issue. The lead article noted that Republicans and conservative donors have also backed AI initiatives, while Donald Trump, after returning to the White House in January 2025, announced a $500 billion private-sector investment in AI infrastructure. That wider competition has made funding, influence and oversight around AI coverage more visible, and more contentious.
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