DACHLUX publishers call for stricter AI rules to protect journalism and democracy
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Publishers from Germany, Austria, Luxembourg and Switzerland have used their latest DACHLUX meeting to press for tighter rules on how dominant platforms and artificial intelligence systems handle journalism, arguing that media diversity and the economic basis of independent news are under growing pressure. The so-called "Declaration of Luxembourg" places fair competition at the centre of the debate and calls for a regulatory framework that gives publishers stronger protection when their work is used online.
VÖZ president Maximilian Dasch, of Salzburger Nachrichten, said the issue goes to the heart of democratic life, warning that independent editorial media risk being pushed aside by powerful technology groups and the market distortions they create. The associations want policymakers, in Austria and across Europe, to move quickly on measures that would force greater transparency over algorithms, sources and ranking systems, while also giving media houses enforceable rights over their content and compensation when journalism is reused.
The declaration also argues that news organisations should be easier to find on digital platforms and that there must be clear limits on AI-generated content produced by dominant services. The publishers say the online advertising market is already structurally skewed against journalism, draining revenues that should support reporting and pushing media firms towards workable, data-based business models that are protected from platform practices.
Their concerns echo an earlier joint appeal last year, when publisher associations in the German-speaking countries warned that AI providers were training systems on journalistic content without consent, transparency or payment. In the latest statement, the groups add that public-interest archives must remain intact and that the right to be forgotten should not be used to rewrite history. Their conclusion is blunt: without independent journalism, fair competition and clearer rules for AI, democratic public debate will increasingly be shaped by a handful of global platforms.
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