German media groups push for stronger AI rules to safeguard journalism and diversity
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Germany's leading public and commercial media groups have stepped up pressure on policymakers to rein in artificial intelligence, warning that major technology platforms are becoming gatekeepers over news and could weaken both media plurality and the economics of reporting. In a joint appeal, ARD, ZDF, VAUNET, BDZV and MVFP argued that Europe needs clearer rules to preserve a diverse information market as generative AI systems increasingly mediate how audiences find and consume news.
The organisations said existing digital market rules do not adequately protect investments in editorial work, leaving publishers and broadcasters exposed as AI tools draw on journalistic content to produce summaries and other services. They warned that if that content is reused without payment or control, media companies risk being reduced to raw material suppliers for machine-generated products rather than recognised creators of original reporting.
Their call focuses on copyright, competition and media law. The groups want publishers to have stronger control over the use of their material by AI developers, including for training and output generation, and they want transparent disclosure about how journalistic content is being used. They also argue that when such material is commercially exploited, fair remuneration should follow, and that AI systems should be required to respect source attribution, visibility and non-discrimination.
The intervention comes as concern over AI and journalism intensifies across Europe. In February, a coalition of UK media companies including The Guardian, the BBC, the Financial Times, Sky News and Telegraph Media Group launched the Standards for Publisher Usage Rights initiative, pressing for licensing frameworks that would make AI firms pay for news content. Reporters Without Borders has separately urged the European Union to strengthen safeguards in the AI Act and its code of practice, while the European Parliament adopted a resolution on 10 March 2026 calling for stronger protection for media organisations. The German groups welcomed that move and urged Berlin to take an active role in the next round of EU lawmaking.
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