India proposes new rules for visible and continuous AI-generated content labels
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India's Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has proposed tougher labelling rules for AI-generated material, seeking to require a label that remains continuously visible and clearly legible for the full length of any visual content. The move would tighten the current standard under the IT Rules, which calls only for "prominent visibility", and reflects a push by the government to make synthetic media easier to spot as it circulates online.
According to the ministry's draft wording, the existing language in the rules would be replaced so that the label must stay on screen throughout the duration of the content. The change is aimed at synthetically generated information in visual form, including material increasingly associated with deepfakes and other manipulated content. Moneycontrol reported that the proposal is part of a broader effort to strengthen disclosure and accountability requirements for digital platforms and content creators.
The consultation process has also been extended. MeitY has pushed the deadline for stakeholder comments to May 7, 2026, from April 29, giving industry participants, civil society groups and other affected parties more time to assess the revised draft. The ministry said it was placing the additional amendments in the public domain so stakeholders could review them alongside the earlier proposals.
The latest disclosure proposal comes on top of wider draft changes to the IT Rules that would bring independent news creators more directly within the Centre's regulatory ambit and require compliance with government advisories. Taken together, the measures suggest a broader tightening of oversight over online information flows at a time when AI-generated media is becoming harder to distinguish from authentic footage and reporting.
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