Brazil's antitrust review intensifies over Google’s use of news content amid AI-driven summarisation concerns
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Brazil’s competition watchdog is giving fresh scrutiny to Google’s handling of news content, with the Administrative Council for Economic Defence weighing whether a long-running case should be turned into a fuller investigation. The issue centres on whether the company’s search results and snippets of journalistic material are drawing value from publishers without proper payment, at a time when AI tools are making those summaries even more self-contained.
According to reports from Brazil and elsewhere, the case dates back to 2019 and focuses on whether Google’s display of headlines, excerpts and short summaries reduces the need for users to click through to original news sites. That matters because fewer visits can mean less advertising revenue, weaker visibility and a greater squeeze on publishers already reliant on search traffic.
The debate has widened as Google rolls out AI-powered search features that can condense information even further. Publishers have argued that this shift risks turning Google into the destination rather than the gateway, deepening their dependence on a platform that controls much of their audience flow. Google has countered that its search product sends readers to news sites and that publishers can decide what appears in search results.
The Brazilian review comes as regulators in Europe are also taking a harder look at Google’s use of online content for AI. The European Commission has opened an inquiry into whether the company is imposing unfair terms on publishers and creators or giving itself privileged access to content in ways that could disadvantage rival AI developers. Together, the cases reflect a broader regulatory push to test how far large technology platforms can use third-party material to power search and artificial intelligence without damaging the businesses that produce it.
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