YouTube extends AI face detection to protect entertainers as synthetic media surge
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YouTube has widened access to its likeness detection system, extending a tool first tested with creators into the entertainment world, where talent agencies, managers and the artists they represent can now spot AI-generated videos that use a person’s face or identity and ask for them to be removed. According to YouTube, the feature works in a similar way to Content ID and is available even to people who do not run a YouTube channel. TechCrunch reported that the rollout has backing from major agencies including CAA, UTA, WME and Untitled Management.
The move comes as concerns over synthetic media have sharpened across the music and entertainment industries. YouTube’s latest expansion follows earlier trials involving creators, and a separate rollout for public figures such as politicians, government officials and journalists. That broader effort was designed to help users detect AI fakes and challenge uploads they believe breach platform rules. In the entertainment version of the tool, however, YouTube’s announcement places greater emphasis on removal requests and gives less room to the free-expression caveats that accompanied some of its earlier public-interest categories.
For artists, the timing is significant. Music stars are already vulnerable to deepfake videos that can mimic their appearance or voice, while labels and management teams have been grappling with a flood of unauthorised AI content across streaming and social platforms. Deezer recently said it was identifying nearly 75,000 fully AI-generated tracks every day, underscoring how quickly synthetic music is spreading. Spotify also ended March by opening a beta version of its Artist Profile Protection feature, aimed at helping performers police fake uploads attached to their pages.
YouTube’s latest step fits a wider industry attempt to build guardrails around AI media, but it also highlights how much of the burden still falls on rightsholders. Supporters see the tool as a practical response to deepfakes and impersonation. Critics argue that the rise of machine-generated clutter is now creating a new layer of work for artists, who must monitor, report and clean up synthetic material without any clear compensation for doing so.
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