AIxchange advocates for transparent licensing and creator influence in AI-generated music
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As generative AI companies strike ever larger licensing deals with major music groups, a growing number of rights holders are arguing that the industry is repeating the mistakes of the streaming era: opaque terms, narrow benefits for a few top acts and too little say from the creators whose work underpins the technology. AIxchange, a newly formed coalition, is trying to reset that debate by putting prior consent at the centre of music licensing for AI systems. Digital Music News has described the group’s approach as part of a wider shift towards attribution models designed to be more transparent and more defensible for creators. 
At the core of AIxchange’s pitch is Creative Weight Attribution, a method intended to go beyond simple fingerprinting or watermarking and estimate how much a particular recording or composition has shaped an AI model’s output. The organisation says this would help tie payments not just to obvious training inputs, but to demonstrable creative influence inside the model itself. AIxchange’s own materials present the platform as a consent-based licensing framework for generative AI, while Musically reported last year that the start-up was building a bridge between rights holders and AI developers by offering legal, high-quality training data. 
The coalition is also broadening its footprint through partnerships. AIxchange says BUMA/Stemra has become an early collective-management partner, while AFEM is involved in launching the initiative at IMS Ibiza 2026. It also lists South African societies CAPASSO and SAMPRA among the organisations helping to develop a pan-African framework intended to keep more value in local music ecosystems. According to AIxchange, the model is meant to deliver a more even split between recording and publishing rights and to recognise catalogue depth and niche genres that traditional detection systems can overlook. 
The wider policy environment is moving in the same direction. Industry guides on AI music contracts now increasingly stress explicit training-data consent, protection for synthetic voices and clearer rules for AI-generated works, while disclosure requirements for AI-made music have tightened across major streaming platforms this year. Taken together, those developments suggest that the argument is shifting away from whether AI can be licensed at all and towards how consent, attribution and payment should be built into the system from the outset. 
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