Battle intensifies over preservation of digital history as news outlets restrict Internet Archive access
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The dispute over the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine has sharpened into a broader argument about who gets to preserve the digital record and under what terms. In a CounterSpin interview published by Radio Free, Fight for the Future’s Lia Holland said the archive has spent nearly three decades creating what she described as the most dependable public record of online life, a resource widely used by reporters, researchers and activists. That role matters because the Wayback Machine is not just preserving dead links; it is maintaining evidence of how institutions, companies and governments have presented themselves over time.
The friction now centres on major news organisations, including USA Today and The New York Times, which have moved to block the Wayback Machine from archiving their pages. According to reports in Wired and Forbes, the publishers’ concern is that archived material could be used by artificial intelligence companies to train language models without permission, a fear that has pushed some outlets to restrict access to the Internet Archive’s crawlers. Holland argued that the response is misdirected, saying that limiting the archive does little to address AI scraping while weakening an independent record that journalists rely on to verify past coverage, compare versions of stories and track what was later changed or removed.
The issue extends beyond newsroom self-interest. As Holland noted, archived pages can capture government material that later disappears, as well as corporate statements, press releases and job listings that become essential evidence in labour, consumer and accountability reporting. The Internet Archive has also become a central repository for material that might otherwise vanish from public view, a function that has only grown more significant as agencies and companies delete web pages or restructure their sites. TechRadar reported recently that the Archive has now preserved about 1 trillion web pages, underlining the scale of the project and the breadth of what could be lost if access is narrowed.
Support for the archive has also become more organised. Fight for the Future said more than 100 journalists have signed a letter backing the Internet Archive’s work, including Rachel Maddow and Cory Doctorow. Holland urged journalists of every kind, as well as readers who rely on local and national news outlets, to tell publishers that preserving the record matters. At stake, she said, is not simply an archive but the public’s ability to keep hold of its own history.
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