Creative Commons rethinks approach to AI rights amid new tools for creator empowerment
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Creative Commons has used a fresh update on its CC signals work to say the framework is moving well beyond its original design as a simple way for creators to express preferences about AI use. The organisation says the project is now aimed at the deeper conditions that make those preferences easy to overlook, as it seeks new ways to protect the commons in an era dominated by large-scale machine learning.
The shift follows months of research and consultation with communities, policymakers and practitioners, alongside Creative Commons’ 25th anniversary year. In its own account, the organisation said it had deliberately slowed the pace of development rather than rush to respond to a fast-moving AI market, arguing that work affecting the infrastructure of shared knowledge demands patience, consultation and care.
Creative Commons first pitched CC signals as a comparatively modest, norms-based idea: a way for creators to communicate expectations to AI developers. But feedback from its community, according to the organisation, made clear that preference-setting alone does little to rebalance power in systems people never meaningfully agreed to enter. That prompted a broader rethink of whether copyright-based tools are enough on their own.
The organisation now argues that, while Creative Commons licences remain central to open access and will continue to matter for human knowledge-sharing, they were never built to govern every AI use case. It says the licences were designed around copyright and related rights, and that in some jurisdictions AI training may fall outside them altogether. In others, broad legal exceptions may allow reuse regardless of licence terms. Creative Commons also notes that the licence system was not built with today’s profit-driven AI industry, or the diversity of creator expectations around machine use, in mind.
Rather than overhaul the licence suite, Creative Commons says it is leaning towards building new tools that can be tested more freely. The organisation suggests that extending the existing licences into areas beyond copyright could unsettle the standardisation that has made them successful, while a separate set of tools may better reflect the wide range of views among creators and communities. Its argument is that the commons now needs guardrails as well as openness, because AI systems are drawing on shared knowledge at unprecedented scale while attribution, consent and transparency remain limited.
The group says the broader goal has not changed: sustaining access to human knowledge. What has changed is its assessment of how to get there. CC signals, it says, has evolved from a narrow signalling concept into a more structural effort to address why creator preferences are ignored in the first place. Creative Commons says it will unveil more of the specific interventions it is developing in the coming week.
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