Spotify introduces AI credits in music to boost transparency

[image: ]
Spotify has begun rolling out a beta tool that lets artists disclose when generative AI was used in making a track, marking one of the streaming giant’s first visible steps towards labelling AI-assisted music. The feature is appearing first for DistroKid users, with wider distributor support expected in the coming weeks, and will surface on Spotify’s mobile app in the song credits section. According to Spotify’s help pages, listeners can see whether AI was involved in elements such as vocals, lyrics or instrumentals, although the company also cautions that the absence of a credit does not necessarily mean AI was not used.
The move builds on Spotify’s broader AI policy announced last September, when it said it was tightening protections for artists, songwriters and producers and working with DDEX, the music metadata standards body, on a wider framework for AI disclosure. In updates to that earlier blog post, Spotify said the new credits are meant to be a first step towards transparency, while acknowledging that the system is incomplete because not every distributor is yet able to pass on disclosures. DistroKid’s own guidance says artists should use AI credits when a portion of a song has been generated by AI, but not for routine production tools such as pitch correction or AI-assisted mixing and mastering.
The timing reflects a wider industry scramble to make sense of AI-generated music, which is becoming harder to distinguish from human-made recordings. Deezer has already introduced its own detection system for fully AI-generated tracks, while Apple Music added transparency tags earlier this year as a delivery requirement for labels and distributors. Reporting by Le Monde in March suggested that convincingly synthetic songs are now circulating at scale, often without listeners realising their origin, adding pressure on platforms to offer clearer labelling.
Spotify has also been trying to balance transparency with caution. In a September episode of Billboard’s On the Record podcast, the company’s global head of marketing and policy for music business, Sam Duboff, said the industry first needed a common language before settling on a long-term format for disclosure. He argued that artists, songwriters and producers were already experimenting with AI in creative ways, but said the company did not want to wait passively while the technology evolved. The result is an incremental approach: give creators a way to disclose AI use now, then push for a broader industry standard later.
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