Brazil advances case against Google over AI-driven use of journalistic content
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Brazil’s antitrust regulator has moved a step closer to a formal case against Google over the company’s use of journalistic material in artificial intelligence-powered search products, escalating a long-running inquiry into whether the tech giant is exploiting its market power at the expense of news publishers. The Administrative Council for Economic Defence, known as Cade, unanimously approved on Thursday the opening of an administrative proceeding that could lead to fines, sanctions and corrective measures.
According to Cade, the case was reopened because the authority believes the market has changed significantly since the inquiry began in 2019. The council said it wants to examine more closely the competitive conditions in Brazil’s search market and Google’s use of third-party news content in its search and news services, particularly as generative AI has altered how information is gathered and displayed to users.
In its vote, Cade president Diogo Thomson argued there are strong signs that Google may be engaging in exploitative abuse of a dominant position by using scraping techniques to copy journalistic content and generate answers directly in search results. He said that, in practice, users can receive the information without needing to visit the publisher’s own website, which could divert traffic towards Google-owned services such as Google Shopping and Google News.
The case has been building for years. Cade said in August 2025 that it would deepen its investigation and invite submissions from civil society, academics, unions and other interested groups. In November, the Brazilian Institute for Consumer Protection filed suit over Google’s use of generative AI, arguing that the company’s practices could hurt the sustainability of newsrooms by reducing organic traffic and compensation for content. The latest move comes amid a broader Brazilian debate over how digital platforms should be held accountable for AI-generated and repurposed material, with separate disputes also testing the legal limits of copyright and online responsibility.
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