Brazil probes Google’s use of news content amid AI overview concerns
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Brazil’s competition watchdog has moved to intensify its scrutiny of Google’s use of news content, opening the way for a formal probe into whether the company is abusing its market power by drawing on publishers’ reporting for search results and AI-generated summaries without paying for it. According to CADE, the case now covers not only Google News and the search results page, but also AI Overviews, the feature that synthesises material directly inside Google’s interface and may reduce the incentive for readers to click through to publishers’ own sites.
The decision matters well beyond competition law. News industry leaders in Brazil argue that the dispute goes to the heart of how journalism is financed in an era of “zero-click” search, when users get enough information from a summary to stop there. Samira de Castro, president of the National Journalism Federation, told Tech Policy Press that the issue affects democracy, diversity and the integrity of information, particularly for smaller, regional and independent outlets that depend on referral traffic. Stella Caram Abduch of Foxglove, a tech justice non-profit, said the loss of clicks weakens both journalism and access to information.
CADE’s move followed a unanimous vote by its tribunal on 23 April 2026 to send the matter to the General Superintendency for a formal administrative investigation. The regulator said the case had to be revisited because Google’s conduct has evolved since the inquiry began in 2019, when publishers complained mainly about scraping journalistic material without compensation. CADE had previously shelved the case in December 2024, but in August 2025 it invited civil society groups, unions, academics and other interested parties to submit technical evidence.
The regulator’s renewed interest comes amid growing concern about the commercial effect of AI Overviews. A study by Authoritas, cited by civil society groups and submitted to CADE, estimated that the feature could cut traffic to news websites by at least 20.6%, while also favouring YouTube, another Google-owned service, in its answers. Reuters reported that two of Brazil’s biggest newspapers, O Estado de S. Paulo and Folha de S. Paulo, have recently struck separate licensing deals with Google for Gemini training, highlighting how the largest publishers may be able to negotiate with the company in ways that smaller outlets cannot. Google, for its part, said it believes CADE has misunderstood how its products work and said it remains committed to the open web.
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