Russian debate highlights unresolved copyright issues in AI-driven culture creation
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Artificial intelligence is often sold as a clean story of progress: faster tools, sharper answers and a digital leap forward. Yet, as the Russian daily Aif argues, that promise now comes with a harder question about who is actually paying for it. Writers, editors, musicians, artists and other creative workers increasingly fear that neural networks are feeding on their work, extracting value from it while weakening the very idea of original cultural production.
The newspaper frames the issue through a simple analogy: these systems are not thinking in the human sense, but operating as elaborate statistical models trained on enormous quantities of language, images and sound. Much of that material is produced by journalists, publishers and other professional creators whose work is edited, verified and intended to have commercial value. In that sense, the article says, AI is not inventing from nothing; it is built on accumulated human labour.
That concern is not limited to the press. Aif points to the controversy around an AI-made version of "Sedaya noch", rendered in the style of Kanye West and released under the title "Silver Night". The track drew huge attention online and on streaming platforms, but it also raised awkward questions over authorship, consent and profits, especially after the article says the revenue ended up with a figure who had no direct role either in the original composition or in the AI reworking.
The legal picture remains unsettled. According to the article, Russian experts are debating a draft law on state regulation of artificial intelligence that would create common rules for development and use, with implementation expected from 1 September 2027. Critics say the draft would effectively allow developers to train models on publicly available content without seeking permission or paying authors, even though current law generally requires consent for use of protected works. Similar copyright tensions have been discussed elsewhere, with legal commentators noting that AI-generated or AI-assisted works continue to expose gaps between technological capability and traditional authorship rules.
The piece also argues that transparency is missing. Companies are not obliged to disclose which texts, images or recordings were used to train models, leaving creators unable to tell whether their work has been absorbed into commercial systems. Some countries, the article says, are already experimenting with licensing regimes, collective bargaining and opt-out mechanisms. In Russia, by contrast, the debate is still centred on how to balance innovation with protection, while figures in the media and technology sectors warn that the social costs of unchecked automation are already visible in education, finance and public services.
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