TikTok faces criticism over experimental AI remix tool impacting creator control
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TikTok is facing fresh backlash after users noticed a new experimental setting that allows public posts to be repurposed into AI-generated memes and other synthetic content. The feature, described in reporting by Mashable and other outlets as "remixes" or an AI remix tool, appeared in account settings with little warning, prompting immediate concern about consent, privacy and the possibility that creators could lose control over how their work is reused. 
According to reporting from WebProNews and Pedestrian, the setting is switched on by default for eligible users, including in some cases older uploads, and there is no simple account-wide switch to disable it. Instead, creators must reportedly change the setting individually on each post, a process that many have criticised as unnecessarily cumbersome. TikTok has said the tool is only being tested with a small group of US users and remains experimental, meaning it could change before any wider release. 
The company has also tried to reassure users that their content will not be used to train its AI systems, but that claim has done little to calm nerves. Reporting cited by Mashable indicates the feature sits within TikTok’s broader push into generative AI, alongside products such as its AI assistant and avatar-style tools. Critics say the rollout reflects a wider problem across social platforms: users are often given new AI features before they are properly informed about what those tools can do, what data they rely on and how much control remains in the hands of the original creator. 
For now, the only practical defence appears to be checking each public video one by one and turning the remix option off manually. That lack of a single opt-out has intensified complaints from creators who say the design undermines meaningful consent, especially when applied to content posted long before the feature existed. Whether TikTok eventually adds a broader privacy control may determine whether the tool becomes a niche experiment or another flashpoint in the platform’s increasingly fraught relationship with AI. 
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