YouTube expands AI likeness detection to protect celebrities and talent agencies from deepfake misuse
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YouTube is widening its AI likeness-detection system to cover celebrities, talent agencies and management firms, as the platform steps up efforts to curb deepfakes and other unauthorised uses of famous faces. The company says the tool, which works in a similar way to Content ID, scans uploaded videos for visual matches against enrolled participants and then allows them to request removal or take no action. According to YouTube, the feature is aimed at helping entertainment figures protect their identity even if they do not run their own channel.
The move builds on a rollout that began last year with a small creator pilot, before being extended in the spring to politicians, government officials and journalists. YouTube says the system is still experimental and currently focuses on face detection rather than audio, though support for voice matching is planned for a later stage. In its support materials, the company says the feature is designed to help creators safeguard viewers as well as their own likenesses.
Industry backing appears to have helped shape the product. YouTube said it had worked with major agencies including CAA, UTA and WME, along with Untitled Management, to refine the technology for talent use. The platform has also framed the launch as part of a broader policy push on AI-generated replicas, backing the NO FAKES Act and the Take It Down Act as lawmakers look for clearer rules on deceptive synthetic media.
Under the current system, eligible users must verify their identity before enrolling, including by submitting government identification and a short selfie video. YouTube says the tool searches newly uploaded videos and can flag not only manipulated clips, but sometimes genuine footage of the person’s face as well. In those cases, the company says, privacy rules do not automatically apply, although copyright claims may still be possible.
YouTube says removals so far have been "very small", but the expansion suggests it sees likeness abuse as a growing risk for creators and public figures alike. The company’s approach also reflects a wider industry trend: using automated detection and notice-based takedown tools to try to keep pace with generative AI without banning synthetic content outright.
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