AI-led news site under scrutiny for advocacy and lack of transparency
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A new investigation has raised fresh questions about the blurred line between editorial content and artificial intelligence advocacy, after Model Republic said a site called The Wire by Acutus appears to be producing most of its stories with AI. The publication, which has been active since late 2025 and has published close to 100 pieces across technology, energy, media, science, business and healthcare, presents itself as a form of collaborative journalism led by an editorial team, yet it lists no masthead or named reporters.
According to Model Republic, the site explains its approach in a "How It Works" section that says its editorial team identifies topics and brings in people with relevant experience before turning their perspectives into finished stories. But journalist Tyler Johnston’s review, using the Pangram detection tool, found that 69% of the 94 articles tested were flagged as fully AI-generated, while another 28% were marked partially AI-generated. Only three were classed as human-written.
Johnston’s criticism was sharpened by the tone of the coverage itself. The stories, he said, were heavily pro-AI and frequently dismissive of sceptics, with headlines and framing that cast opponents of the technology in a hostile light. Model Republic said one article warned about "Escalating Anti-AI Radicalism", while another questioned whether Republicans would allow blue states to write America’s AI rules.
The investigation also pointed to a possible political dimension. Model Republic said roughly half of The Wire’s engagement on X came from Patrick Hynes, president of Novus Public Affairs. A 2023 PR Newswire release said Novus later merged with Hynes Communications, while Public Citizen and Forbes have both reported on the wider surge in AI lobbying, including heavy spending by firms such as OpenAI and Anthropic in Washington. Bloomberg Law has separately described OpenAI’s lobbying operation as increasingly aggressive, underscoring the stakes around how the technology is regulated and publicly framed.
If Johnston’s reading is correct, the case suggests something more troubling than a novelty AI news site: a potentially opaque media operation publishing advocacy-friendly content under the guise of independent journalism. That would sit uneasily beside the industry’s own rhetoric about transparency, especially as AI companies pour money and personnel into efforts to shape the policy environment around their products.
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