Concerns mount over AI use and Pentagon pressure in journalism

[image: ]
Scrutiny over McClatchy has intensified after The Wrap reported allegations that the publisher used artificial intelligence to produce full news stories while crediting them to human reporters who may not have done the work. According to Mediapost, the company, which owns outlets including the Miami Herald and The Kansas City Star, has not fully explained how far AI tools were used, leaving editors and media watchers to question whether the practice could weaken confidence in local journalism.
The Pentagon has also drawn criticism after removing Jacqueline Smith, the ombudsman for Stars and Stripes, a position created by Congress to protect the publication’s editorial independence. PEN America said Smith was dismissed without explanation even though her remit included flagging interference to lawmakers, while The Washington Post and other outlets reported that she had recently warned Congress about growing Pentagon influence over content, including restrictions on syndicated material and editorial cartoons. Critics say the move fits a wider pattern of pressure on the military publication, with advocates urging Congress to step in.
Taken together, the two episodes point to the same concern: who controls news judgement, and how openly that control is disclosed. In one case, the worry is that automation may be passing as human reporting; in the other, that institutional pressure is narrowing what a newsroom can publish. Both have sharpened the argument that transparency is no longer a side issue in media, but central to whether audiences believe what they read.
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