China escalates crackdown on unmarked AI content in ByteDance apps
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China’s internet regulator has reprimanded ByteDance after finding that several of its products had not properly marked AI-generated material, a sign that Beijing’s campaign to police synthetic content is moving deeper into the country’s consumer apps. Mobile World Live reported that the Cyberspace Administration of China said ByteDance’s Jianying and Maoxiang video tools, together with the Jimeng AI website, had fallen short of the state’s identification requirements and were therefore in breach of cybersecurity rules. (mobileworldlive.com)
According to the CAC, local authorities have been told to review the platforms and issue penalties, although the watchdog did not spell out the size or nature of any sanctions. The regulator also warned that companies must comply with AI labelling rules and said supervision would be stepped up to protect the public interest and support the “healthy and orderly development” of artificial intelligence. (mobileworldlive.com)
The action comes against a wider backdrop of tightening controls on generative AI in China. Reuters-style reporting from Mobile World Live noted that the CAC set out nationwide identification rules last year, requiring conspicuous labelling of synthetic content to curb misuse, while other reports said the formal requirements were issued in March 2025 and took effect in September, forcing platforms to embed both visible and hidden markers such as watermarks in AI-generated text, images, audio and video. (mobileworldlive.com)
ByteDance’s reprimand also lands at a time when Chinese officials are broadening scrutiny of AI and foreign technology more generally. Mobile World Live said the intervention followed the National Development and Reform Commission’s blocking of Meta Platforms’ proposed $2 billion acquisition of the Chinese AI start-up Manus, and came after Bloomberg reported plans to limit US-linked investment in sensitive areas including AI. Taken together, the measures point to a regulatory mood in which compliance, data control and national security are increasingly shaping the development of the sector. (mobileworldlive.com)
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