Indian classical music warns of AI's risks in preserving authenticity
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Artificial intelligence is moving quickly into music creation, but Indian classical music may be one of the areas where the technology is still least equipped to cope. In a recent commentary published by Lokmat Times, violinist and researcher Dr Ratish Tagde argued that today’s AI music systems do not appear to have access to authentic, properly organised datasets for Hindustani or Carnatic traditions, leaving them able to imitate the surface of the genre without grasping its deeper structure.
That distinction matters because Indian classical music is built on more than note sequences. Its identity rests on raga grammar, ornamentation, tempo, phrasing, time theory, lineage and improvisation, all of which can shift meaning depending on context. Dr Tagde warned that most digital catalogues are poorly tagged, noisy or incomplete, which means machine-learning models may absorb distorted versions of ragas rather than faithful ones. In his view, the result is not simply imperfect output, but a gradual flattening of a living tradition into something easier for software to reproduce.
Musicians working at the intersection of Indian and electronic forms have voiced a similar caution. In comments reported by The Times of India, Midival Punditz said the danger lies less in AI itself than in how it is deployed, arguing that cultural identity in music emerges organically rather than being pasted on after the fact. Their view reflects a wider concern among practitioners: AI can assist composition, arrangement and learning, but it does not yet replace the intent, memory and discipline that give Indian classical performance its meaning.
Academic writing is beginning to echo that scepticism. A review on ResearchGate says AI still struggles with the ornamentation, emotional depth and structural complexity of Indian classical music, while a separate article on Navakatha points to the difficulty of teaching systems the rhythmic constraints of tala. By contrast, some researchers are trying to build more specialised resources, including dataset projects such as KritiSamhita, a South Indian classical music collection with tonic annotations described in a recent study on ScienceDirect. That work suggests progress is possible, but only if the material is carefully curated and musically informed.
Dr Tagde’s broader warning is that whoever builds the first credible dataset may end up shaping the digital standard for years to come. If musicians, scholars and institutions do not lead that process, technology firms may define the category in ways that prioritise scale over authenticity. He also raised questions about consent, credit and compensation when recordings are used to train AI systems, concerns that are increasingly central to global debates over generative technology. The opportunity, he argued, is equally large: with proper stewardship, AI could help preserve rare ragas, document gharana-specific nuance and extend authentic teaching to new audiences.
For that to happen, the sector would need more than enthusiasm. It would need structured archives, expert tagging, licensing frameworks and a shared willingness among artists and institutions to treat data creation as cultural preservation, not just technical housekeeping. The question facing Indian classical music, then, is not whether AI will enter the field, but whether the tradition will be represented on its own terms before machines learn to speak for it.
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